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so severely suffered. Until quiet, shall have been 
restored, and a government apparently stable shall 
have been organized, no advance can prudently be 
made in disposing of the questions pending be- 
tween the two countries. ; , 

[am happy to anneunce that an inter-oceanic 
communication from the mouth of the St. John to 
the Pacific has been so far accomplished as that 

assengers have actually traversed it, and mer- 
chandise has been transported over it; and when 
the canal shall have been completed, according to 
the original plan, the means of communication will 
be further improved. 

{t is understood that a considerable part of the 
railroad across the Isthmus of Panama has been 
completed, and that the mail and passengers will 
in future be conveyed thereon. 


Whichever of the several routes between the || 


two oceans may ultimately prove most eligible for 
travelers to and from the different States on the 
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico and our coast on the 
Pacific, there is little reason to doubt that all of 
them will be useful to the public, and will liberally 
reward that individual enterprise by which alone | 
they have been or are expected to be carried into 
effect. 

Peuce has been concluded betwéen the contend- 
ing parties in the Island of St. Domingo, and it is 
hoped upon a durable basis. Such is the extent 
of our commercial relations with that Island, that 
the United States cannot fail to feel a strong inter- 
est in its tranquillity. 

The office of Commissioner to China remains un- 
filled; several persons have been appointed, and 
the place has been offered to others, all of whom 
have declined its acceptance, on§the ground of the 
inadequacy of the compensation. The annual al- 
lowance by law is six thousand dollars, and there 
isno provision for any outfit. I earnestly recom- 
mend the consideration of this subject to c 
Our commeree with China is highly important, 
and is becoming more and more so, in consequence 
of the increasing intercourse between our ports on 
the Pacific coast and Eastern Asia. China is un- 
derstood to be a country in which living is very 
expensive, and I know of fo reason why the 
American commissioner sent thither should not be 
placed, in regard to compensation, on an equal 
footing with ministers who represent this country 
at the courts of Europe. 

By reference to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, it will be seen that the aggregate receipts 





for the last fiscal year amounted to $52,312,979 87; | to $21,948,653 in 1851, with a strong probability, 
| amounting almost to a certainty, of a still further || 


which, with the balance in the Treasury on the Ist || 
reduction in the current year. 


July, 1850, gave, as the available means for the 
year, the sum of $58,917,524 36. 
The total expenditures for the same period were 
$48,005,878 68. 
The total imports for the year ending 30th June, 
WOSAy were ePTFE SE GOSS -$215,725,995 
Of which there were in specie ...... 4,967,901 
The exports for the same period were 217,517,130 
Of which there were of domestic prod- 
UCES oo eee eee ee cee eo 178,546,555 
Foreign goods reéxp’ted 9,438,695 
Specie... ..ceesseesceees 29,231,880 . 
$217,517,130 
Since the 1st of December last the payments in 
cash on account of the public debt, ‘exclusive of 
interest, have amounted to $7,501,456 56; which, 
however, includes the sum of $3,242,400 paid un- 
der the 12th article of the treaty 
the further sum of $2,591,213 45, being the amount 
of awardsto American citizens under the late treaty 
with Mexico, for which the issue of stock was 
authorized, but which was paid in cash from the 
Treasury. ? 
The public debt on the 20th ultimo, exclusive of 
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territory from Mexico, that the estimates for the 
| next fiscal year should be laid before Congress in 
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only equal in quantity to that of the year prece- 
ding, and be sold at the present prices, then there 
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such manner as to distinguish the expenditures so || would be a falling off in the value of our exports 
required from the otherwise ordinary demands | for the present fiscal year of at least $40,000,000, 
upon the Treasury. | compared with the amount exported for the year 

The total expenditures for the next fiscal year || ending 30th June, 1851. } 
are estimated at $42,892,299 19; of which there | The production of gold in California for the 
is required for the ordinary purposes of the Gov- || past year seems to promise a large supply of that 
ernment, other than those consequent upon the || metal from that quarter for some time to come. 


acquisition of our new Territories, and deducting | 
ublic debt, the | 


| sum of $33,343,198 08; and for the purposes con- 


| 


| Territories shall be met by corresponding action 


nected directly or indirectly with those Territories, 
and in the fulfillment of the obligations of the || 
Government, contracted in consequence of their 
acquisition, the sum of $9,549,101 11. 
If the views of the Secretary of the Treasury 
in reference to the expenditures required for these 


on the part of Congress, and appropriations made || 
in accordance therewith, there will be an estimated | 
unappropriated balance in the Treasury on the 
30th June, 1853, of . $20,366,443 90, wherewith || 
to meet that portion of the public debt due on the 
first July following, amounting to $6,237,931 35, 
as well as any appropriations which may be made || 
beyond the estimates. 

In thus referring to the estimated expenditures 
on account of our newly-acquired Territories, I 
may express the hope that Congress will concur 


| with me in the desire that a liberal course of policy || 


| may be pursued towards them, and that every ob- 
| ligation, express or implied, entered into in conse- 
| quence of their acquisition, shall be fulfilled by || 


| ton which prevailed during the first half of that 
h 





the stock authorized to be issued to Texas by the | 


act of 9th September, 1850, was $62,560,395 26. 
The receipts for the next fiscal year are esti- 
mated at $51,800,000, which, with’ the probable 
Su re oriated balance in the Treasury on the 
30th June next, will give, as the probable available 
means for that year, the sum of $63,258,743 09. 
It has been deemed proper, in view of the large 
expenditures consequent upon the nequisition of 


the most liberal appropriations for that purpose. || 
The value of our domestic exports for the last 


| fiscal year, as compared with those of the previous 


year, exhibit an increase of $43,646,322. At first 
view this condition of our trade with foreign na- 
tions would seem to present the most flattering 
hopes of its future prosperity. An examination 
of the details of our exports, however, will show 


| that the increased value of our exports for the last 


fiscal year is to be found in the high price of cot- 
a which price has since declined about one 
alf. 
The value of our exports of breadstuffs and pro- |} 
visions, which it was supposed the incentive of a | 
low tariff and large importations from abroad 


| would have greatly augmented, has fallen from || 


$68,701,921 in 1847, to $26,051,373 in 1850, and 


The aggregate values of rice exported during the 
last fiscal year, as compared with the previous 
year, also exhibit a decrease amounting to 
$460,917, which, with a decline in the values of 
the exports of tohacco for the same period, make 
an aggregate decrease in these two articles of 
$1,156,751. 


The policy which dictated a low rate of duties || 


on foreign merchandise, it was thought by those 
who promoted and established it, would tend to 
benefit the farming population of this country, by 
increasing the demand and raising the price of ag- 
ricultural products in foreign markets. 

The foregoing facts, however, seem to show, 


incontestably, that no such result has followed the || 


adoption of this policy. On the contrary, not- 


with Mexico, and || withstanding the repeal of the restrictive corn laws | 


in England, the foreign demand for the products 
of the American farmer has steadily declined, since 
the short crops and consequent famine in a por- | 
tion of Europe have been happily repiaced by full | 
crops and comparative abundance of food. 

It will be seen, by recurring to the commercial 
statistics for the past year, that the value of our 
domestic exports has been increased in the single | 
item of raw cotton by $40,000,000 over the value 
of that export for the vear preceding. This is not | 
due to any increased general demand for that arti- | 
cle, but to the short crer of the preceding year, 
which created an increased euttelh os 
mented price for the crop of last year. Should 
the cotton crop now going forward ‘to inarket be 


| public debt. 


I] of the aet o 


and an aug. | 1850. 


This large annual increase of the currency of the 


world must be attended with its usual results. 


These have been already ce disclosed in the 


enhancement of prices and a rising spirit of specu- 
lation and adventure, tending to overtrading, as 
well at home as abroad. Unless some salutary 
check shall be given to these tendencies, it is to be 


| feared that importations of foreign goods beyond 
| a healthy demand in this country will lead to a 
|} sudden drain of the precious metals from us, 


bringing with it, as it has done in former times, 
the most disastrous consequences to the business 


and capital of the American people. 


The exports of specie to liquidate our foreign 
debt during the past fiscal year have been 
$24,263,979 over the amount of specie imported. 
The exports of — during the first quarter of 
the present fiscal year have been $14,651,827. 
Should specie continue to be exported at this rate 
for the remaining three quarters of this year, it 


| will drain from our metallic currency, during the 


year ending 30th June, 1852, the enormous 


| amount of $58,607,308. 


In the present prosperous condition of the na- 
tional finances, it will become the duty of Con- 
gress to consider the best mode of paying off the 
If the present and anticipated sur- 
plus in the Treasury should not be absorbed by 
appropriations of an extraordinary character, this 


| surplus should be employed in such way, and 


under such restrictions, as Congress may enact, in 
extinguishing the outstanding debt of the nation, 
By reference to the act of Congress approved 
9th ‘September, 1850, it will be seen that in con- 
sideration of certain concessions by the State of 
Texas, it is provided that the ** United States shall 


| * pay to the State of Texas the sum of ten millions 
‘of dollars, in a stock bearing five per cent. in- 


‘terest, and redeemable at the end of fourteen 
‘ years, the interest payable half yearly at the 


| ‘ Treasury of the United States.” 


In the same section of the law it is further pro- 
vided ** that no more than five millions of said 


| stock shall be issued until the creditors of the 


‘State holding bonds and other certificates of 
‘stock of Texas, for which duties on imports were 


| * specially pledged, shall first file at the Treasury of 


‘the United States releases of all the claims against 
‘United States, for or on account of said bonds or 
‘ certificates, in such form as shall be prescribed 
‘ by the Secretary of the Treasury, and approved 
‘by the President of the United States.’’ 

The form of release thus provided for has been 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
approved. {t has been published in all the lead- 
ing newspapers in the commercial cities of the 
United States, and all persons holding claims of 


| the Kind specified in the foregoing proviso were 


required to file their releases (in the form thus 


l prescribed ) in the Treasury of the United States, 


on or before the first day of October, 1851. 
| Although this publication has been continued from 
the 25th day of March, 1851, yet up to the Ist 
Octobér last comparatively few releases had been 
filed by the creditors of Texas. 

The authorities of the State of Texas, at the 
Frannont of the Secretary of the Treasury, have 


| furnished @ schedule of the public 2ebt of that 
i} 


State created prior to her admission into the Union, 
with a copy of the laws under which each class 
was contracted. 

I have, from the documents furnished by the 
| State of Texas, determined the classes of claims, 
| which, in my judgment, fall within the provisic », 

? Caner of the 9th of Septer shor, 





On being officially informed of the &’ -ceptance 
by Texas of the propositions containe 4 jin the act 
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referred to, I caused the stock to be prepared, and 
the five millions which are to be issued uncondi- 
tionally, bearing an interest of five per cent., from 
the Ist day of January, 1851, have been for some 
time ready to be delivered to the State of Texas. 
The authorities of Texas, up to the present time, 
have not authorized any one to receive this stock, 
and it remains in the Treasury Department, sub- 
ject to the order of Texas. 

The releases, required by law to be deposited in 
the Treasury, not hatving Fn filed there, the re- 
maining five millions have not been issued. This 


last amount of the stock will be withheld from |! 


Texas until the conditions upon which it is to be 


delivered shall be complied with by the creditors of | 


that State, unless Congress shall otherwise direct 
by a modification of the law. 

In my last annual message, to which [ respect- 
fully refer, I stated briefly the reasons which in- 
duced me to ecthintnech a modification of the 
present tariff, by converting the ad valorem into a 
specific duty, wherever the article imported was 
of such a character as to permit it, and that such 


industrial pursuits of our own country as to en- 
courage home production, without excluding for- 
eign competition. 

The numerous frauds which continue to be 
practised upon the revenue, by false invoices and 
undervaluations, constitute an unanswerable rea- 
son for adopting specific instead of ad valorem 


duties in all cases where the nature of the com- | 


modity does not forbid it. A striking illustration 
of these frauds will be exhibited in the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, showing the cus- 
tom-house valuation of articles imported under a 


former law subject to specific duties, when there || 
was no inducement to undervaluation, and the || 


custom-house valuations of the same articles, un- 
der the present system of ad valorem duties, so 
greatly reduced as to leave no doubt of the exist- 
ence of the most flagrant abuses under the exist- 
ing laws. This practical evasion of the present 


law, combined with the languishing condition of || 


some of the great interests of the country, caused 
by over-importations and consequent depressed 
prices, and with the failure in obtaining a foreign 
market for our increasing surplus of breadstuffs 
and provisions, has induced me again to recom- 
mend a modification of the existing tariff. 

The report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
which accompanies this communication, will pre- 
sent a condensed statement of the operations of 
that important department of the Government. 

It will be seen that the cash sales of the public 
lands exceed those of the preceding year, and that 
there is reason to anticipate a still further increase, 
notwithstanding the large donations which have 
been made to many of the States, and the liberal 
grants to individuals as a reward for military ser- 
vices. This fact furnishes very gratifying evi- 
dence of the growing wealth and prosperity of our 
country. 

Suitable measures have been adopted for com- 
mencing the survey of the public lands in Califor- 
nia and Oregon, Surveying parties have been 
organized, and some progress has been made in 
establishing the principal base and meridian lines. 
But further legislation and additional appropria- 
tions will be necessary before the proper sub- 
divisions can be made, and the general land system 
extended ever those remote parts of our territory. 

_On the 3d of March last an act was passed pro- 

viding for the appointment of three commissioners 
to settle private land claims in California. Three 
ae were immediately appointed, all of whom, 
nowever, declined accepting the offiee, in conse- 
ques of the inadequacy of the compensation. 
Others were promptly selected, who, for the same 
reason, also declined; and it was not until late in 
the season that the services of suitable perstms 
could be Secured. A majority of the commis- 
sioners convened in this city on the 10th of Sep- 
tember last, when detailed instructions were given 
to them in regard to their duties. Their first 
meeting for the transaction of business will be held 
in San Francisco on the 8th day of the present 
month. 

I have thought it proper to refer to these facts, 
not only to explain the causes of the delay in filling 
the commission, but to call your attention to the 
propriety of increasing the compensation of the 
commissioners. ‘The office is one of great labor 
and responsibility, and the compensation should 








talents and the most unquestionable integrity. 
The proper disposal of the mineral lands of 
California is a subject surrounded by great diffi- 


| culties. In my last annual message I recommended 
| the survey and sale of them in small parcels, under 


such restrictions as would effectually guard against 
monopoly and speculation. But upon further 


| information, and in deference to the opinions of 
| persons familiar with the subject, I am inclined to 


change that recommendation, and to advise that 
they be permitted to remain, as at present, a com- 
mon field, open to the enterprise and industry of 


| all our citizens, until further experience shall have 


developed the best policy to be ultimately adopted 
in regard to them. It is safer to suffer the incon- 


| venience that now exists, for a short period, than, 


by premature legislation, to fasten on the country 


| a system founded in error, which may place the 


whole subject beyond the future control of Con- 
gress. 


The agricultural lands should, however, be sur- 


| veyed and brought into market with as little dela 
a discrimination should be made in favor of the || 


|and the inhabitants stimulated to make perma- | 
|| nent improvements, and enter on the ordinary 


as possible, that the titles may become settled, 


| pursuits of life. To effect these objects it is desir- 
| able that the necessary provision be made by law 


|| for the establishment of land offices in California 


' and Oregon, and for the efficient prosecution of the 


| surveys at an early day. 


Some difficulties have occurred in organizing the 
territorial governments of New Mexico and Utah; 
and, when more accurate information shall be ob- 
tained of the causes, a further communication will 
be made on that subject. 

In my last annual communication to Congress, 
I recommended the establishment of an Agricul- 


| tural Bureau, and I take this occasion again to in- 


|| voke your favorable consideration of the subject. 


Agriculture may justly be regarded as the great 


| interest of our peuple. ‘Four fifths of our active 


population are one oyed in the,cultivation of the 
soil, and the rapid expansion of our settlements 


| over new territory is daily adding to the number 


| yet been done direct! 
| rulture. 
| lation should be removed; and I sincerely hope 
| tha: the present Congress will not elose their labors 





of those engaged in that vocation. Justice and 


| sound policy, therefore, alike require that the Goy- 
| ernment should use all the means authorized b 


the Constitution to promote the interests and wel- 
fare of that important class of our fellow-citizens. 


| And yet it is a singular fact, that whilst the man- 


ufacturing and commercial interests have engaged 
the attention of Congress during a large portion of 
every session, and our statutes abound in provtsions 
for their protection and encouragement, little has 
for the advancement of agri- 
It is time that this reproach to our legis- 


without adopting efficient means to supply the 
omissions of those who have preceded them. 

An agricultural bureau, charged with the duty 
of collecting and disseminating correct information 
as to the best modes of cultivation, and of the most 
effectual means of preserving and restoring the 


| fertility of the soil, and of procuring and distribu- 


ting seeds, and plants, and other vegetable produc- 
tions, with instructions in regard to the soil, cli- 
mate, and treatment best adapted fo their growth, 
could not fail to be, in the language of Wasunine- 


| Ton, in his last annual message to Congress, a 


“ape cheap instrument of immense national ben- 
ent. 

Regarding the act of Congress, approved 28th 
September, 1850, granting bounty lands to persons 
who had been engaged in the military service of 
the country, as a great measure of national justite 
and munificence, an anxious desire has been felt, 
by the officers intrusted with its immediate execu- 
tion, to give prompt effect to its provisions. All 
the means within their control were, therefore, 
brought into requisition to expedite the adjudica- 
tion of claims; and I am gratified to be able to 
state, that near one hundred thousand applications 
have been considered, and about seventy theusand 
warrants issued, within the short space of nine 
months. If adequate provision be made by law 
to carry into effect the recommendations of the 
Department, it is confidently expected that, before 
the close of the next fiscal year, all who are enti- 
tled to the benefits of the act will have received 
their warrants. 

The Secretary of the Interior has suggested in 
his report various amendments of the laws relating 
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be such as to command men of a high order of || to pensions and bounty lands, for the purp 
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more effectually guarding against abuses and frands 
on the Government: to all of which I invite your 
particular attention. ; ; 

The large accessions to our Indian population 
Oe Cie upon the acquisition of New Mexico 
and California, and the extension of our settle. 
ments into Utah and Oregon, have given increaseq 
interest and importance to our relations with the 
aboriginal race. 

No material change has taken place within the 
last*year in the condition and prospects of the Ip. 
dian tribes who reside in the Northwestern Ter;j. 
tory and west of the enemy river. We are 
at peace wigh all of them; and it will be a source 
of pleasure to you to learn that they are gradually 
advancing in civilization and the pursuits of social 
life. 

Along the Mexican frontier, and in California 
and Oregon, there have been occasional manifest. 
ations of unfriendly feeling, and some depredations 
committed. I am satisfied, however, that they 
resulted more from the destitute and starving con- 
dition of the Indians than from any settled hostil. 
ity toward the whites. As the settlements of our 
citizens progress towards them, the game upon 
which they mainly rely for subsistence is driven 
off or destroyed, and the only alternative left to 
them is starvation or plunder, It becomes us to 
consider, in view of this condition of things, 
whether justice and humanity, as well as an en- 
lightened economy, do not pomene that, instead of 
seeking to punish them for offences which are the 
result of our own olicy towards them, we should 
not provide for their immediate wants, and en- 
courage them to engage in agriculture, and to rely 
on their labor, instead of the chase, for the means 
of support. 

Various important treaties have been negotiated 
with different tribes during the year, by which 
their title to large and valuable tracts of country 
has keen extinguished: all of which will, at the 
proper time, be submitted to the Senate for ratifi- 
cation. 

The joint commission under the treaty of Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo has been actively engaged in run- 
ning and marking the boundary line between the 
United States and Mexico. It was stated in the 
last annual report of the Secretary of the Interior 
that the initial point on the Pacific and the point 
of junction of the Gila with the Colorada river 
had been determined, and the intervening line, 
about one hundred and fifty miles in length, ran 
and marked by temporary monument. Since that 
time a monument of rharble has been erected at 
the initial point, and permanent landmarks of iron 
have been placed at suitable distances along the 
line. 

The initial point on the Rio Grande has also 
been fixed by the commissioners at latitude 32 


22’, and at the date of the last communication the 


survey of the line had been made thence west- 
ward about one hundred and fifty miles, to the 
neighborhood of the copper mines. 

The commission on our part was at first organ- 
ized on a scale which experience proved to be un- 
wieldy and attended with unnecessary expense. 
Orders have, therefore, been issued for the reduc- 
tion of the number of persons employed within 
the smallest limits consistent with the safety of 
those engaged in the service and the prompt and 
efficient execution of their important duties. 

Returns have been yceived from all the officers 
engaged in taking the census in the States and 
Territories, except California. The superintend- 
ent employed.to make the enumeration in that 
State has not yet made his full repért, from causes, 
as he alleges, beyond his control, This failure 1s 
much to be regretted, as it has prevented the Sec- 
retary of the Interior from making the decennial 
apportionment of representatives among theStates, 
as required by the act approved May 23, 1850. It 
is hoped, however, the returns will soon be re- 
cniteds and no time will then be lost in making 
the necessary apportionment, and in transmitting 
the certificates required by law. . 

The Superintendent of the Seventh Census 1s 
diligently employed, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior, in classifying and ar- 
ranging, in tabular form, all the statistical inform- 
ilom Socio from the returns of the marshals, 
and it is believed that when the work shall be 
completed it will exhibit a more perfect view of 
the population, wealth, occupations, and social 
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f Cc T ever been w i y e er é de to the offic ers and 


the world e value of such a || our citizens. I have endeavored to comply, as | men of like rating in the late Exploring Expedition 

na onal f enli htened legislation, can || far as possible, with this provision of the treaty. || to the South Seas. 
work, as the basis ela eat ane hope that || Orders have-been given to the officers command- || I earnestly recommend to your attention the 
hardly be overestima tin ~ taking the Saute || ing on that frontier to consider the Mexican terri- | necessity of reorganizing the naval establishment, 
Congress lane sl te the classifications, || tory and its inhabitants as equally with our own || apportioning and fixing the number of officers in 
rine Oe theres ‘its in ; tyle worthy of the | entitled to their protection; and to make all their | each grade, providing some mode of promotion to 
and to publish Soe 1. on a has f | plans and arrangements with a view to the attain- | the higher grades of the Navy, having reference to 
subject and of our crag bill rescribing the || ment of this object. Instructions have also been || merit and capacity, rather than seniority or date 

The want of a aS valle ved dintriet attorneys, |! given to the Indian commissioners and agefits | of entry into the service, and for retiring from the 
compen = d fs inlbealoaneh in civil and |! among these tribes, in all treaties, to make the | effective list upon reduced pay those who may be 
cam i th mn f much vexation, in- || clauses designed for the protection of our own || incompetent to the performance of active duty, 
SS eee ‘ ‘i = wou recommend a citizens apply also to those of Mexico. I have | As a measure of economy, as well as of efficiency 
justices godbroms f the laws on the whole subject, || no reason to doubt that these instructions have | in this arm of the service, the provision last men- 
thorouge Sepia fa tariff of fees which, as faras || been fully carried into effect. Nevertheless, it is | tioned is eminently worthy of your considera- 
-< ssoable, shold be uniform, and prescribe a || probable that, in spite of all ouf efforts, some of | tion. 

ractic ’ } 


i i i i c - > inati . sstions of relative 
i ; i o s of Mexico may have suf- The determination of the ques ! , 
ecific compensation for every service which the || the neighboring State of Me y c ee ee ees 
tg er may be required to perform. This subject || fered, as our own have, from depredations by the = J etwee 1 . ' n officers of the Army and 
part i Indi the Navy, and betwee cers j ly é 
" resented in the report of the Secre- || Indians. ' 
will be fully p 


ior. 
tary of the Interio i 
in my last annual message I gave briefly my 
reasons for believing that you possessed the con- 
stitutional power to improve the harbors of our 


To the difficulties of defending our own terri- | Navy, in the various grades of each, wil also 
tory, as above mentioned, are superadded, in de- | merit your attention. I , piers _ pears e any 
fending that of Mexico, those that arise from its || substitute, when orperes sane tens See im 
remoteness, from the fact that we have no right to | ished for offences in the 1 fav Ys as omenene te 
at lakes and sea-coast, and the navigation of our /| station our troops within her limits, and that there || con, ening of numerous es none re cee 
Gecipal rivers, and recommended that appropria- || is no efficient military force on the Mexican side | arrival of _vessels . Ps ay SPS oe vinline end aff. 

i 5 i S § ; > se ar 

ne a ail be made for completing such works | to codperate with our on ws long " ae ets ae son por the Soteras se Ory 

d already been commenced, and for com- || continue to be the case, the number and activity of |, C 7 Sf Se Moreees. OP ene ere 
=e h others as might seem to the wisdom || our troops will rather increase than diminish the || from one grade to an pr Porte: ou 
ate be of public and general importance. || evil, as the Indians will naturally turn towards || reforms of _ age; bat obeih ann of pi 
Without repeating the reasons then urged, I deem || that country where they encounter the least rf “ a] . ates Reig us neon te room 
it my duty again to call your attention tothisim- || sistance. Yet these eos are ne essary to sub- perpen be pre r+ mprovement in every individual 
it my ¢ ibject. The works on many of the har- || due them, and to compel them to make and ob- || posea progress of impr ‘bers 
aren ne ef it in washalehl state, ana conse- || serve treaties. Until this shall have been done, || among seamen which is not assumed by ei Tis 
Soni, aetna to the action of the elements, | neither country will enjoy any security from their benare, So renga to any ome. yet ae 

‘hi : i ‘ a ongress, p ) 
which we cunuihent mean val canmat The j in Californi rho had previously eiaaded be the present session, will thoroughly 
lives and vast amounts of property are annually The Indians in Cali “mars wh ] ener 9 See a Sard malic. snk comeoe 
lost for want of safe and convenient harbors on the || appeared of a peaceable c sane, an Sepeen herent. genet ean oo gyi poh gym ay 
lakes. None but those who have been exposed || te cultivate the friendship of the whites, aay Ee See eerie: aa Omron Ceaheeal 

hat dangerous navigation can fully appreciate || cently committed several acts of hostility. As a || tions of | Te ee ee ante and as 
date ; f this subject. The whole North- || large portion of the reinforcements sent to the || ity and the personal righ verona 
eal at for relief and [ trust their || Mexican frontier were drawn from the Pacific, || the same time shall insure the +" eet wane 
eek ae seeds dus consideration at vane the military force now stationed there is consid- || efficient performance of duty and the suppres: 
ppes 

















hands | ered entirely inadequate to its defence. It cannot | of crime in ome Oe Sarre Sls otra 
The same is in a measure true in regard to some | be increased, however, without an increase of the || Ra pera neon as 6 Te ie dada 
f the harbors and inlets or the sea-coast. Army; and I again recommend that measure as | which was Saktae in op he ec eed up to 
i The unobstructed navigation of our large rivers || indispensable to the protection of the frontier. _|| has been so far ee OF Oe Tne deeacelt nn 
is of equal importance. Our settlements are now I invite your attention to the suggestions on this || the authorities of the yard. ’ 


: : | phi Iphia is reported as completed, and is ex- 
extending to the sources of the great rivers which || subject, and on others connected with ee 1 I eae a hd deltvered over to the 
empty into, and form a part of the Mississippi, || ment, in the report of the Secretary of War. || pected s f the Gavernsient, ‘That at Peutemeuih, 
and the value of the public lands in those regions The appropriations for the support of the Army \ = mig ngahive. ja aloo neatly ready for deliviry, 
would be greatly enhanced by freeing the naviga- || during the current fiscal year ending 30th June || ! - | = = has been concluded, agreeably to the 
tion of those waters from obstructions. In view, || next, were reduced far below the estimate submit- \j an a Ries pry ay or saben, eb i, Monit 
therefore, of this great interest, I deem it my duty || ted by the Department. ‘The consequence of this os re - uc ta of fun Faiscline Lae 
again to urge upon Congress to make such appro- || reduction is a considerable deficiency, to which I || section 


m y | vi 2c vendation of the 
= invi vite your attention to the rec omn ) 

f P y may || invite your early attention. | ; n to the amendation of tip 
Set ese improvements as the The expenditures of that Department, for the H Department touching the establishment o 


av dint r is dock on the Pacific. 

The survey of the Delta of the Mississippi, with || year ending 30th June last, were $9,060,268 58. || ror m ¢ nee ees to the conveni- 

a view to the prevention of the overflows that have || The estir:ates for the year commencing Ist July | Such a yt wl dee. ae eer 
pores so disastrous to that region of country, || next and ending June 30, 1853, are $7,898,775 83; || ence and e ” 





. - | ashie st be expected to increase with the growth 
ve been nearly completed, and the reports thereof || showing a reduction of $1,161,492 75. | which must be ai tha teele extension ef ourwhale 
are now in course of preparation, and will shortly The Board of Commissioners, to whom the || of comme er a 
be laid before you. management of the affairs of the Military Asylum i neneren ores ee oe Annapolis, under a re- 
The protection of our southwestern frontier, and || created by the act of 3d March last was intrusted, || The Naval Ac } 


7 . : ; rstem of regulations, new 
of the adjacent Mexiean States, against the Indian || have selected a site for the establishment of an || vised and moereree ee al n sii abled 
tribes within our border, has claimed my earnest || asylum in the vicinity of this city, which has || peer ee ay ‘equal, it is believed, for pro- 
and constant attention. ’ Congress having failed, || been approved by me, subject to the production || fe sone) enn elas to those enjoyed by the 
at the last session, to adopt my recommendation || of a satisfactory title. . aie naa : th Military Academy. A large class 
that an additional regiment of mounted men spe- || The report of the Secretary of the Navy will |; a ” hidshipmen was received at the com- 
cially adapted to that service should be raised, all || exhibit the condition of the public service under of acting * ; ine Sr deotticeta Serta. ned Yolaes 
that remained to be done was to make the best |! the supervision of that Department. Our naval | Se oO hat prbecery iy py shige 
ee ry ye ope See me 5 maces Stews, overs. Me Rea 3 yi nee. beam vata ite ons Seet means for regular instruction 
all the troops adapted to that service that could || actively and usefully employed mM giving protec- |) allo “hin as well as for cruises during the 
properly be spared from offer quarters have been || tion to our widely-extended and increasing com- || in seaman ; at de hae stalin dab. sani, 
concentrated on that frontier, and officers of high || merce and interests in the various quarters of the | ee Snoe ‘of’ galeeee tn pantical athire 
reputation selected to command them. A new globe, and our flag has everywhere afforded the | The ara oes strikingly Sted” jae 
arrangement of the military posts has also been || security and received the respect inspired by the | ove or a tae repert of the Navy De- 
made, whereby the troops are brought nearer to justice and_ liberality of our intercourse, and the || in the 7 ete hone oF the veiind anil Gaia 
the Mexican frontier and to the tribes they are in- dignity and power of the nation. __ |} partenent, th ; P and prepared by Lieutenant 
tended to overawe. The expedition commanded by Lieutenant De | charts, Me Bu Apa eee of the Naval Observa- 

Sufficient time has not yet elapsed to realize all || Haven, dispatched in search of the British com- | aura xe 7 e from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
the benefits that are expected to result from these mander, Sir John Franklin, and his companions || tory, t - ee has been shortened by abvut 
arrangements, but I have every reason to hope || in the Arctic Seas, returned to New York in the i he on ated c y 
that they will effectually check their marauding || month of October, after having undergone great | Th estimates for the support of the Navy and 
expeditions. The nature of the country, which || peril and suffering from an unknown and dangerous e Corps the ensuing fiscal year will be found 
furnishes little for the support of an army, and || navigation and the rigors of a northern climate, eee on 179 13. tates foe the current 
abounds in places of refuge and concealment, is || without any satisfactory information of the objects || to e Seye $5 900,621. 
remarkably well adapted to this predatory war- || of their search, but with new contributions to | yr he cataematd foe special objects under the con- 
fare; and we can scarcely hope that any military || science and navigation from the unfrequented | | of this Department amount to 42,684,220, 89, 
force, combined with the greatest vigilance, can lar regions. The officers and men of the expe- || tro! o : 42,210,980 for the present year, the in- 
entirely suppress it. Tition, having béen all volunteers for this service, | ag@!ns 4. es by the additional mail ser- 

By the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo we are || and having so conducted it as to meet the entire | omen the’ Pacific coast and the construction of 

und to protect the territory of Mexico against || approbation of the Government, it is suggested, — the dc ck in California, authorized at the last ses- 
the incursions of the savage tribes within our || as an act of grace and generosity, that the same \ ~~ of Congress, and aoe slight additions under 
border “ with equal diligence and energy” as if" allowances of extra pay and emoluments be ex- | sion o gress, 


the head of improvements and repairs in navy- 
yards, buildings, and machinery. | 

I deem it of much importance toa justeconomy, 
and a correct understanding of naval expenditures, 
that there should be an entire separation of the ap- 
propriations for the support of the naval service 
proper from those for permanent improvements 
at navy-yard sand stations, and from ocean steam- 
mail service, and other special objects assigned to 
the supervision of this Department. 4 

The report of the Postmaster General, herewith 
communicated, presents an interesting view of the 
progress, operations, and condition of his Depart- 
ment. 

At the close of the last fiscal year, the length of 
mail routes within the United States was 196,290 


miles; the annual transportation thereon 53,272,252 
miles; and the annual cost of such transportation | 


$3,421,754. 

The length of the foreign mail routes is estima- 
ted at 18,349 miles, and the annual transportation 
therein at 615,206 miles. The annual cost of this 
service ia $1,472,187, of which $448,937 is paid 
by the Post Office Department, and $1,023,250 is 
paid through the Navy Department. 

The annual transportation within the United 
States (excluding the service in California and 
Oregon, which is now, for the first time, reported 
and embraced in the tabular statements of the De- 
partment) exceeds that of the preceding year 
6,162,855 miles, at an increased cost of $547,110. 

The whole number of post offices in the United 
States on the 30th day of June last was 19,796. 
There were 1,698 post offices established, and 256 
discontinued during the year. 

The gross revenues of 


franked matter of Congress, of the Departments, 
and officers of Government, and excluding the for- 
eign postages, collected for, and payable to, the 
British post office, amounted to $6,727,866 78. 


The expenditures for the same period (excluding | 
$20,599 49, paid under an award of the Auditor, | 
in pursuance of a resolution of the last Congress, | 
for mail service on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers | 


in 1832 and 1833, and the amount paid to the Brit- 
ish post office for foreign postages collected for and 
pore to that office) amounted to $6,024,566 79; 
eaving a balance of revenue over the proper ex- 
penditures of the year of $703,299 99. 


The receipts for postages during the year (ex- | 
ay- || 


cluding the foreign eoeae collected for and 


able to the British post office) smiotintel to 


$6,345,747 21, being an increase of $997,610 79, | 


or 18:65-100 per cent. over the like receipts for the 
preteding year. 

The reduction of postage, under the act of March 
last, “did not take effect until the commencement of 
the present fiscal year. The accounts for the first 
quarter, under the o 
will not be settled before January next; and no 
reliable estimate of the receipts for the present year 
can yet be made. 


The surplus of the revenues now on hand is, how- 
ever, so large that no further appropriation from 
the Treasury in aid of the revenues of the Depart- 
ment is required for the current fiscal year; but an 
additional appropriation for the year ending June 
30, 1853, will probably be found necessary when 
the receipts of the first two quarters of the fiscal 
year are fully ascertained, 

In his last annual report the Postmaster General 
recommended a reduction of postage to rates which 
he deemed as low as could be prudently adopted, 
unless Congress was prepared to appropriate from 
the Treasury, for the support of the Department, 
a sum more than equivalent to the att services 
performed by it for theGovernment. ‘The recom- 
mendations of the Postmaster General, in respect 
to letter postage, except on letters from and to 
California and Oregon, were substantially adopted 
by the last Congress. He now recommends ad- 
herence to the present letter rates, and advises 
against a further reduction until justified by the 
revenue of the Department. 

He also recommends that the rates of postage 
on printed matter be so revised as to render them 
more simple, and more uniform in their operation 
upon all classes of oe matter. I submit the 
recommendations of the report to your favorable 
consideration, : 

The public statutes of the United States have 
now been accumulating for mere than sixty years, 


the Department for the | 
fiscal year, including the appropriations for the | 


eon of the reduced rates, | 
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ea 


through numerous volumes; and, from the cost of || cation. 


land, interspersed with private acts, are scattered || more fully expressed in my last annual communi. 


| the whole, have become almost inaccessible to the 
| great mass of the community. They also exhibit 
' much of the incongruity and imperfection of hasty 
| legislation. As it seems to be generally conceded 
| that there is no ‘*common law”’ of the United 
| States to supply the defects of their legislation, it 


|as perfect as possible, defining every power in- 
| tended to be conferred, every crime intended to be 
| made punishable, and prescribing the punishment 
|to be inflicted. In addition to some particular 
| eases spoken of more at length, the whole criminal 
| code is now lamentably defective. Some offences 
|| are imperfectly described, and others are entirely 
omitted; so that flagrant crimes may be committed 
with impunity. The scale of punishment is not 
| in all cases graduated according to the degree and 
| nature of the offence, and is often rendered more 
|, unequal by the different modes of imprison- 
|| ment, or penitentiary confinement, in the different 
|| States. 

|| Many laws of a permanent character have been 
|| introduced into appropriation bills, and it is often 





|| difficult to determine whether the particular clause | 


|| expires with the temporary act of which it is a 
1 a or continues in force. It has also frequently 


|| general subject of which they have little or no 


lLeonnection or relation. In this mode of legisla- | 
‘| tion so many enactments have been heaped upon | 
| each other, and often with but little consideration, | 


|| that, in many instances, it is difficult to search out 
and determine what is the law. 

The Government of the United States is em- 
|| phatically a government of written laws. The 
| statutes should, therefore, as far as practicable, 
|| not only be made accessible to all, but be expressed 
'in language so plain and simple as to be under- 
stood by all, and arranged in such method as to 
give perspicuity to every subject. Many of the 
States have revised their public acts with great and 


‘| sion to revise the public statutes of the United 
|| States, arranging them in order, supplying deficien- 
| cies, correcting incongruities, simplifying their 
| language, and reporting them to Congress for its 
action. 

An act of Congress, approved 30th September, 
1850, contained a provision for the extension of 
the Ciitel, escorting to such plan as might be 
| approved by the President, and appropriated one 
| hundred thousand dollars to be expended under 
| his direction, by such architect as he should ap- 
‘| point to execute the same. On examining the 
' various plans which had been submitted by dif- 

ferent architects, in pursuance of an advertisement 
| by a committee of the Senate, no one was found 


|, to be entirely satisfactory, and it was therefore | 
yet It is believed, however, that | 
they will fall far short of those of the last year. | 


deemed advisable to combine and adopt the advan- 
tages of several. 

The great object to be accomplished was to make 

| such an addition as would afford ample and con- 

venient halls for the deliberations of the two 

| Houses of Congress, with sufficient accommoda- 

| tions for spectators, and suitable apartments for 


| 
| 
| 
| 


is most important that that legislation should be |, 


1appened that enactments and provisions ef law | 
|| have been introduced into bills, with the title or | 


manifest benefit; and I recommend that provision | 
|| be made by law for the appointment of a commis- | 


BE. 


_ Sa ny, 


i 


Other subjects were brought to the attention of 
Congemme in my last annual message, to which | 
would respectfully refer. But there was ‘one of 
_ more than ordinary interest, to which I again invite 
| your special attention. I allude to the recommen. 
| dation for the appointment of a commission to set. 
_ tle private claims against the United States. Jus. 
| tice to individuals, as well as to the Government, 
| imperatively demands that some more convenient 
| and expeditious mode than an appeal to Congress 
should be adopted. 
It is deeply to be regretted that in several in. 
| stances officers of the Government, in attempting 
to execute the law for the return of fugitives from 
labor, have been openly resisted, and their efforts 
| frustrated and defeated - lawless and violent 
| mobs; that in one ease such resistance resulted in 
the death of an estimable citizen, and in others se. 
rious injury ensued to those officers and so indi- 
| viduals who were using their endeavors to sustain 
| the laws. Prosecutions have been instituted against 
| the alleged offenders, so far as they could be iden- 
tified, and are still pending. I have regarded it as 
my duty, in these cases, to give all aid legally in 
my pan to the enforcement of the laws, and [ 
| shall continue to do so wherever and whenever 
their execution may be resisted. 

The act of Congress for the return of fugitives 
from labor is one required and demanded by the 
express words of the Constitution. 

he Constitution declares, ‘*‘ That no person 
‘held to service or labor in one State, under the 
‘ laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in con- 
_* sequence of any law or regulation therein, be dis- 
| charged from such service or labor, but shall be 
| * delivered up on claim of the party to whom such 
|| service or labor may be due.’’ This constitutional 
| provision is equally obligatory upon the Legisla- 
| tive, the Executive, and Judicial Departments of 
| the Government, and upon every citizen of the 
United States. 

Congress, however, must, from necessity, first 
act upon the subject, by prescribing the proceed- 
ings necessary to ascertain that the person is a 
| fugitive, and the means to be used for his restora- 

tion to the claimant. This was done by an act 

passed during the first term of President Wash- 
| ington, which was amended by that enacted by 
'the last Congress, and it now remains for the 
|, Executive and Judicial Departments to take care 
| that these laws be faithfully executed. This in- 
| junction of the Constitution is as peremptory and 
| as binding as any other; it stands exactly on the 
same foundation as that clause which provides for 
' the return of fugitives from justice, or that which 
| declares that no billof attainder or ex post facto law 
_shall.be passed, or that which provides for an 
equality of taxation according to the census, or 
| the clause declaring thatall duties shalt be uniform 
throughout the United States, or the important 
|| provision that the trial of all crimes shall be by 
| jury. These several articles and clauses of the 
_ Constitution, all resting on the same authority, 
|| must stand or fall together. Some objections have 
|| been urged against the details of the act for the 
| return of fugitives from labor; but it is worthy of 
| remark that the main opposition is aimed against 








| the committees and officers of the two branches of || the Constitution itself, and proceeds from persons 


the Legislature. It was also desirable not to mar 


iI 
| the harmony and ee of the present structure, 
| which, as a specimen of architecture, is so univer- 
|| sally admired. ae these objects in view, I 
concluded to make the addition by wings, detached 
| from the present building, yet connected witlr it by 
corridors. This mode of enlargement will leave 
|| the present Capitol uninjured, and afford great ad- 
| vantages for ventilation and the admission of light, 
| and will enable the work to progress without inter- 
| rupting the deliberations of Congress. To carr 
| this plan into effect, | have appointed an experi- 
idee and competent architect. The corner-stone 
| was laid on the 4th day of July last, with suitable 
| ceremonies, since which time the work has ad- 
| vanced with commendable rapidity, and the foun- 
_ dations of both wings are now nearly coneplete. 
| Tagain coramend to your favorable regard the 
| interests of the District of Columbia, and deem it 
| only necessary to remind you that although its 
| inhabitants have no voice in the choige of Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, they are not the less enti- 
| tled to a just and liberal consideration in your 
| legislation. My opinions on this subject were 


| and classes of persons, many of whom declare 
their wish to see that Constitution overturned. 
| They avow their hostility to any law which shall! 
| give full and practical eff@@t to this requirement of 
| the Constitution. Fortunately, the number of 
| these persons is comparatively smal, and is be- 
| lieved to be daily diminishing, but the issue which 
_ they present is one which involves the supremacy 
| and even the existence of the Constitution. 

Cases have heretofore arisen in which individ- 
uals have denied the binding authority of acts of 
| Congress, and even States have proposed to nullify 
| such acts, upon the ground that the Constitution 
| was the supreme law of the land, and that those 
acts of Congress were repugnant to that instrument; 
but nullification is now aimed, not so much against 
particular laws as being inconsistent with the Con- 
stitution, as against the Constitution itself; and it 
is not to be disguised that a spirit exists and has 
been actively at work to rend asunder this Union, 
which is our cherished inheritance from our rev- 
olutionary fathers. 

In my last annual message I stated that I con- 
sidered the series of measures, which had been 
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1851. 


1} 
adopted at the previous session, in reference to the l 
agitation growing out of the Territorial and slavery | 


final settlement in principle and || ports of said State, as a revenue upon imports, since the 


yestions, a8 a : 
substance of the dangerous and exciting subjects 
which they embraced; and I recommend adherence | 
to the adjustment established by those measures, 
until time and experience shoul 
necessity of further legislation to guard against | 
evasion or abuse, 
this recommendation because I thought those | 
measures perfect, for no human legislation can be | 
perfect. ; ate , 
can only be reconciled by yielding something on 
all sides, and this result had been reached after an 
angry conflict of many months, in which one part | 
of the country was arrayed against another, and | 
violent convulsion seemed to be imminent. Look- 
ing at the interests of the whole country, I felt it 
to be my duty to seize upon this compromise as 
the best that could be obtained amid conflicting | 
interests, and to insist upon it as a final settlement, 


to be adhered to by all who value the peace and | 


welfare of the country. A year has now elapsed 
since that recommendation was made. To that 
recommendation I still adhere, and I congratulate 
you and the country upon the general acquiescence 
in these measures of peace which has been exhib- 
ited in all parts of the Republic. And not only is 
there this general acquiescence in these measures, 
but the spirit of conciliation which has been mani- 
fested in regard to them in all parts of the country 
has removed doubts and uncertainties in the minds 
of thousands of good men concerning the durabil- 


ity of our popular institutions, and given renewed | 


assurance that our Liberty and our Union may 
subsist together for the benefit of this and all suc- 
ceeding generations. 

2 MILLARD FILLMORE. 


Wasutweron, December 2, 1851. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, moved that the mes- 
saze be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
thestate of the Union, and be printed for the use of 
the members; which motion was agreedgto. 

Mr. B. then moved that 15,000 copies extra of 
the President’s message and the accompanying 
documents be printed for the use of the members. 

Mr. EVANS inquired whether that was the 
usual number? 

Mr. BAYLY responded in the affirmative. 

The question being put upon the resolution, it 
was concurred in. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman will 
allow me, I desire to know whether, if the House 
adjourn now, the first business in order in the 
morning will be the drawing for seats under the 
resolution of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Hissarp. 

The SPEAKER. he Chair thinks, in conse- 
quence of the limitation, that the time will have 
expire. 

Several Memsers. Then let us proceed now. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If that is true, I hope 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr, Sranron] 
will withdraw his motion, that we may execute 
that business now, 


Mr. HOUSTON. I think it has expired quite | 


as much now as it would to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I would suggest 
to my colleague that he withdraw his motion to 
adjourn, and moveto postpone the order until half 
past twelve o’clock, to-morrow. 

Several Mempers: “‘ Agreed!” “‘ Agreed !”’ 


Mr. STANTON withdrew his motion to ad-— 


journ. 

Mr. JONES moved that the order for drawing 
for seats be postponed until half-past twelve 
o'clock, to-morrow; which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, 

The House thereupon adjourned. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 


By Mr. CHURCHWELL: A bill to amend the act ap- 
Proved 28th September, 1850, granting bounty land to the 
soldiers of the different wars, and the widows and minor 
children of the same, so as to make the land warrants so 
inayed assignable. 

y Mr. BRIGGS: A bill to establish a Mint of the Uni- 
ted States in the city of New York. 
_ By Mr. STUART: A bill granting to the State of Mich- 
igan the right of way and a donation of public land for 
the construction of a ship canaj around the Falls of St. 
*s, in said State. 

By Mr. DISNEY: A bill to provide for the construction 

of a free canal around the Falls of the Ohio river. 


demonstrate the | 


I was not induced to make | 


ide differences-and jarring opinions | 


| The Hon. R. F. Stockton, of New Jersey, ap- 
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Ry Mr. MARSHALL of California: A bill to authorize || 


and direct the payment of certain moneys into the treasury || 
of the State of California, which were collected in the 


ratification of the treaty of peace between the United || 
States and the Republic of Mexico, and pricr to the admis- 
sion of said State into the Union. 

Also, a bill to establish a branch Mint of the United 
States in the State of California. 

Also, a bill to provide for the location and construction | 
of a central national railroad from the Mississippi river to 
the Pacific ocean. 

Also, a bill to reduce the rates of postage on newspapers, 
and to establish a uniform rate of postage on letters through- 
out the United States. 

Also, a bill to establish a line of ocean mail steamers 


|| from San Francisco, in California, via the Sandwich 


Islands, to Shanghai, in China. 
Also, a bill to pay the expenses incurred for the suppres- 


sion of Indian hostilities in California. 


Also, a bill granting the right of way for, and to aid in the 
construction of, a line of telegraph from the Mississippi 


| river to the Pacific ocean. 


Also, a bill to create a Board of Commissioners for the 
settlement of claims for military services in the State of 
California. 

Also, a bill to establish a navy-yard and naval depdét in 
California. 

Also, a bill to establish assay offices of the Mint of the 
United States at Sacramento City and Stockton, in Cali- 


| fornia. 


Also, a bill to provide for the survey of the public lands 


| in California, the granting of donation privileges therein, 


and for other purposes. 
By Mr. DEAN: A bill to reduce the postage on news- 
| papers and perodicals, and to establish a uniform rate 
thereon. 

By Mr. HARRIS of Tennessee: A joint resolution ex- 
planatory of the act of 28th September, 1850, entitled An 
act granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers 

| who have been in the military service of the United States.”’ 

By Mr. OLDS: A bill extending to Louis Kossuth the 

| privileges of citizen of the United States of America. 

By Mr. PEASLEE: A bill enfitled “ An act authorizing 
the payment of interest to the State of New Hampshire, for 

| advances made for the use of the United States in repelling 
| invasions, and suppressing insurrection at Indian Stream 
in said State.”’ 

Also, a bill entitled ‘‘ An act for the settlement and pay- 


|| ment of the claims of the State of New Hampshire for the 


| services of her militia and for disbursements for military 
| purposes during the late war with Great Britain.’’ 
| By Mr. SIBLEY: A bill to grant to the Territory of Min- 
| nesota certain lands for the construction of a railroad from 
| the falls of St. Louis river of Lake Superior to a point on 
the Mississippi river. 
| A bill to provide for the construction of, and continuation | 
| of, certain roads in the Territory of Minnesota. 
# A bill to provide for the removal of obstructions in the 
| Mississippi river, above the Falls of St. Anthony. 
A bill to provide for the appointment of a surveyor gen- 
eral of public lands in the Territory of Minnesota 
A bill to provide for the establishment of an additional 
jJand district in the Territory of Minnesota. 





MEMORIALS. 


The, following memorials were presented under the rule, 


and referred to“the appropriate committees : 
By§Mr. STANTON of Kentucky: The memorial of 
| William V. Morris of Kentucky, asking that the Secretary 
of the Treasury be directed to pay him his portion of the 


|| prize money awarded by Congress to those engaged in the 


expeditionfagainst the enemy on Lake Bourgne, in the year 

1815. 

Also, the memorial of William H. Scott, for indemnity for 
loss sustained by the failure of the®Postmaster General to 
give him a mail route agreeably to contract. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs of Philip R. Rice, praying 
payment for a vessel impressed into the service of the Uni 

| ted States during the revolutionary war, and lost while 
in the service. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, December 3, 1851. 


| peared in his seat, and was sworn. 


|| Mr. SEWARD asked and obtained leave to 


'| withdraw the petition and papers of Nancy King, 
| praying for compensation for the services of her 
father, a revolutionary soldier. 


NOTICES. 


| Mr. MORTON gave notice of his intention to 


|| ask leave to introduce a bill granting the right of | 
|| way to a railroad from Pensacola Bay, in the State | 


of Florida, to Montgomery, in the State of Ala- 
| bama, and a grant of land to aid in the construe- 
|| tion of said road. 
| Mr. GEYER gave notice of his intention to ask 
|| leave to introduce a bill granting to the State of 
| Missouri the right of way, and a portion of the 
| public lands, for the purpose of aiding in the con- 
| struction of a railroad from St. Louis to the western 
|| limits of that State. 
| Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 
|| introduce a joint resolution relative to printing the 
|| returns of the Seventh Census. 
|| Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of his intention 
|| to ask leave to introduce a joint resolution making 


'' land warrants assignable. 
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BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. ATCHISON, pursuant to previous notice, 





| asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 


ing the right of way and making a donation of a 
portion of the public lands to the State of Mis- 
souri, to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Hannibal to St. Joseph's, in said State; which was 
read a first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MORTON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
granting the right of way to the Florida, Atlantic, 
and Gulf Central Railroad Company through the 
public lands, and appropriating lands to the State 
of Florida in aid of the construction of said rail- 
road and branches; which was read «a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 


SECOND READING OF BILLS. 

The following bills were read a second time, 
and, until the appointment of committees, were 
laid upon the table: 

A bill granting land to the State of Iowa in aid 
of the construction of a railroad in said State; 

A bill granting to the State of Ohio the unsold 
and unappropriated public lands remaining in said 
State. 

RECEPTION AND ENTERTAINMENT OF KOS- 

SUTH. 

The following joint resolution came up in its 
order, and was read a second time: 

Joint Resolution in relation to the reception and entertain- 
ment of Louis Kossuth, Governor of Hungary, in the 
United States. 

Be it, §c., That a joint committee of the two Houses of 
Congress, to consist of members of the Senate and —— 
members of the House of Representatives, be appointed by 
the Presiding Officers of the respective Houses to make suit 
able arrangements for the reception of Louis KossuthsGov 
ernor of Hungary, on his arrival in the United States, and 
to communicate to him assurances of the profound respect 
entertained for him by the people of the United States ; and 
to tender to him, on the part of Congress, and in the name 
of the people of the United States, the hospitalities of the 
Metropolis of the Union. 





The resolution being before the Senate, 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I shall not under- 
take to address the Senate at length upon the res- 
olution. I have already stated the reasons which 
induced me to offer it. It has been laid upon the 
| tables of honorable Senators for some days. They 
| have had a fair opportunity of examining it. 
| They know the object of it. They know all the 

circumstances connected with it. I trust we shall 

have a unanimous vote in favor of the passage of 
| the resolution. I hope that no delay will be inter- 
| posed here, because the other House will have no 

opportunity of acting upon it in time if we delay 
| its passage. I understand that Governor Kossuth 
is expected in New York to-day, and if we are to 
receive him in a manner which is supposed to be 
proper by the Government and by all intelligent 

yersons, With one or two exceptions, with whom 

have conversed, it seems to me that we ought 
at once to adopt such a resolution as the one before 
| the Senate. 

As there are two blanks in the resolution, I move 
| to fillthem in such manner as to thake the joint 
\| committee to consist of three members of the Sen- 
}} ate and five members of the House of Represent- 
|| atives. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Reference has been made 
in the message of the President to a resolution 
passed by the two Houses of Congress at the last 

| session in relation to Kossuth and his companions. 
| My recollection of the terms of that resolution 
| may be wrong, and therefore I ask that it may be 
read. , 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 
|| A Resolution for the relief of Louis Kossuth and his Aseo- 
| ciates, exiles from Hungary. 

Whereas the people of the United States sincerely sym- 
pathize with the Hungarian exiles, Kossuth and his asso- 
ciates, and fully appreciate the magnanimous conduct of 
the Turkish Government in receiving and treating these 
noble exiles with kindness and hospitality; and if it be the 
wish of these exiles to emigrate to the United States, and 
the will of the Sultan to permit them to leave his domin- 

| ions: Therefore, : 
'| Be it resolved oy the Senate and House of Represent- 
| atives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bied. That the President of the United States be and he 
| hereby is requested to authorize the employment of some 
one of the public vessels which may now be cruising in 
| the Mediterranean to receive and convey to the United 

States the said Louis Kossuth and his associates in cap- 
| tivity. : 

The PRESIDENT stated the question to be on 
| the motion to fill the blanks respecuvely with the 
\ figures “3” and ** 5.” 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, perhaps it 
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would be as well to meet the question at once upon 


the proposition to fill theseblanks. I am not pre- 

ared myself, as a representative of one of the 

tates of this Union, to adopt this resolution, As 
an individual, as a citizen of the United States, I 
am willing to show to Kossuth that respect which 
my judgment and my feelings may dictate; but in 
mvy capacity as a Senator I cannot consent to what 
is here proposed. I know of no precedent in the 
history of our legislation which would justify the 
adoption of this resolution. I have never known 
such marked distinction shown toany distinguished 
eitizen of our own country, whether a military man 
or a civilian. 


I see nothing in the character of this | 


| 
} 


distinguished individual which should make the | 
Government of the United States get up a great | 
pageant on his account, and distinguish him from | 


all other men who have ever lived. 
been connected with our institutions? Has he 
ever rendered any particular service to this country 
to entitle him to this mark of distinction? Not at 
all. Itis true he is a great man, but he is not 


Has he ever || 


|, chase at a small price, and which will give 


pate than many men who now live, and who | 


ave lived. His pesition is such as to call into 
exercise our sympathies for him and his associates 
as men. 


and his associates, if they were willing to com 
to this country. Have we not done enough f 


think we have. Against the man’s character and 
course I utter not a word. 
open for bis reception. 


It is the people who will 
receive him. 


It is the peopleand not the Govern- | 


That sympathy this Government has | 
already shown to an extent almost unparalleled by || known couplet, which runs thus: 
sending one of the national vessels to receive him | 


ment that ought to receive him. Lafayette, when | 


he came to this country, was received in a manner 


which was justifiable on the part of the Govern- | 


ment of that day, because he was connected with 
we enjoy. 


tion. I do not, however, wish the Senate or the 


But, sir, I did not intend to discuss this ques- || 


country to understand that my sympathies towards | 
Kossuth are not as strong as the sympathies of the 


Senator from Mississippi. 

manner in which it is proposed to receive him. 
Mr. HALE. I would suggest to the Senator 

from Georgia, that he withdraw all opposition to 


this resolution in its present stage, and let it be || 


amended to suit its friends; as I believe the most 
usual course is to allow the friends of a measure 


first to perfect it before a discussion ensues on its | 


merits. After the amendments pape by the 
Senator from Mississippi shall have 

or rejected, I have an amendment which I propose 
to offer, and which I hope will meet the concur- 
rence of the Senate, and which may possibly make 
the resolution more acceptable to the Senator from 
Georgia. My amendment will be to add at the 
close of the resolution these words: 


** And also to assure him and his associates in exile of 


the sympathy of the Congress and people of the United 
States with the victims of oppression everywhere, and that 
their earnest desire is that the time may speedily arrive 
when the rights of man shall be universally recognized and 
respected by evefy people and Government of the world.” 

If this be added to the resolution, I think it will 
obviate the objection of the Senator from Georgia; 
because then, instead of being personal to Kos- 
suth, it would apply to the victims of oppression 
everywhere, without any distinction. 

Mr, FOOTE, of Mississippi. I shall not at- 
tempt at the present time to discuss this resolution 


and the profound surprise which I must necessa- 
rily feel at such opposition arising in such a quar- 
ter. The Senator from Georgia says that such 
honors as are proposed to be rendered by this reso- 
lution have never been heretofore rendered to an 

distinguished foreigner, excepting Lafayette. That 
is probably true; but whether true or not, it seems 
to me to be a matter of the utmost unimportance. 
The gentleman says, by way of assigning a rea- 
son for his course on this occasion, that he sees 
nothing that distinguishes this individual from 


many other illustrious persons connected with the | 


affairs of nations. In that respect I differ from 
him a much, and I have the very signal advan- 
tage of being sustained by the united public senti- 
ment of the civilized world. 

I did not ex 
this body would undertake to say, in view of the 
striking facts now presented in all parts of the 
civilized world—in view of that universal outbreak 


t that any intelligent member of 


I only object to the | 


yeen adopted | 


|| have invited him hither. 


| 
i 





| Sketch of Kossuth for his benefit. 


of sympathy, of respect, of profound admiration, 


_and deep gratitude almost universally presented 


throughout Christendom towards this individual— 
that he could see no difference between him and 
many others. There has been but one WasuincTon, 
and there is but one Kossurn. And so the whole 
civilized world determines. Is the gentleman fa- 
miliar—he ought to be—he doubtless must be— 
with the illustrious history of this distinguished 

erson in his own country? Does he know that he 
is equally distinguished in war as in peace—dis- 
tinguised in legislation, distinguished in the per- 
formance of high executive functions ? 

Mr. DAWSON. I would ask the gentleman 
to nflme the battle in which he was ever distin- 
guished. 

Mr. FOOTE. 
time I might, in due season, givé a biographical 
But there has 
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If the gentleman will take his | 


been a book published recently which he can pur- | 


im 
full information on the subject. While I should 
be willing to instruct that gentleman, and all other 


| members of the Senate, according to my ability, 
| if I had leisure, and to accompany the bestowal of | 


this instruction with the pronunciation of a well- 


“ Delightful task, to rear the tender thought, 
And teach the young idea how to shoot””— 


|| on the subject of human freedom; yet I do not con- | 
show our sympathies and our good feelings? I | 


| sider the present opportunity the best one which 


| suth was distinguished in war; distinguished in | 


| could be desired, either for the bestowal of in- 
The American heart is | 


struction, or the reception of information with re- 


|| gard to the historic point in question. 
I was proceeding to say, that the Senator from | 


Georgia was bound tq know that Governor Kos- 


peace; distinguished as a public speaker, perhaps 


|| above all others now living; distinguished as a | 
the Revolution which gave us the liberties which | 


| profound statesman; distinguished also in the man- 


| agement of the fiscal concerns of his country; dis- 
tinguished for his noble disinterestedness evinced | 


| under all the circumstances of a varied public ca- 


reer; distinguished for his thorough devotion to 
civil and religious liberty; distinguished for the 
extraordinary sacrifices he has made in the cause 


of human freedom; distinguished for the noble | 
| stand he has taken for the liberties of his coun- | 
| trymen against the tyrannical Government of Aus- 
tria, aided and sustained by the still more tyran- | 
|| nical and unprincipled Government of the Czar of 
|| Russia. 


Sir, this man has performed acts, he is the | 


author of achievements that must hand him down 


| 
| 
| 
| 





to future ages as the man of the present age—more 
| illustrious in all respects, in my judgment, than 


| 
| 


} 
| 
' 
} 
} 


any other man that the present generation has 
produced in any quarter of the world. Of a pure 


| and unblemished character, amiable in disposition ; 


a stern, unbending republican, though utterly 
opposed to the accursed doctrines of socialism; 
possessed of a moral courage which enabled him 
to declare, even in the midst of a monarchical 
people, his unqualified respect and admiration for 
republican institutions,—such is Kossurn. We 
Why? Because we 


|| understood his merits; because we appreciated 
|| his sufferings: because we «sympathized thor- 
|} oughly with him, as an illustrious public charac- 


|| ter; because we knew that the American 





i 


| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 


eople 


sympathized with him most hat 


rofoundly. 


we did at the last session on this subject has been | 
on || approved of by our constituents. I do not believe 
at large; but I feel bound to express the deep grief || that there has been the least censure bestowed 


upon the Senate of the United States for the pas- 
sage of the resolution of the last session, in any 
quarter of this broad Republic. Having had some 
hand in the passage of that resolution—having in 
fact brouglit it forward here for adoption, I have 
felt a natural inclination to scrutinize the state of 
ublic feeling in reference to it; and I feel author- 
ized to declare, that I have not yet heard the lan- 
guage of condemnation applied to us anywhere, 
or by any person whatsoever. What now do we 
propose to do? Having invited Governor Kossuth 
to this country—having, by our kind offices, ac- 
complished the deliverance of this illustrious indi- 
vidual and his associates from captivity—having 
secured to him and to them the means of coming to 
this country, where, if he chooses to remain he 
can permanently enjoy the blessings of civil and 
religious freedom;—having thus established in 
behalf of this glorious Republic, by our interposi- 
tion in this case of unmerited suffering, the ad- 
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miration and respect of the whole civilized worig 
we find him now eats ae land = our shores, 
as the invited guest of the nation. ‘The Administra, 
tion at Washington—(the President )—recollectj 
that it was at the instance of Congress that one 
of eur ships of war was sent forth to bring Kos. 
suth and his associates to this country as the 
guest of the Republic, being unwilling to exhib, 
even the appearance of desiring to monopolize the 
glory appertaining to this imposing transaction, 
in his solemn annual message, read in our hearin, 
yesterday, invites, in the most formal manner, the 
attention of Congress to this interesting subject, 
and recommends, in strong and emphatic lap. 
guage, the adoption of some suitable plan for the 
exercise of such hospitalities as he judges to be 
proper on this occasion. In other words, he cally 
upon us to accord an appropriate reception to the 
noble personage whom we have deliberately invited 
to come within our borders. I have already stated 
that I have not intruded this resolution upon the 
Senate without due consultation ; indeed, » from 
certain personal considerations, I should rather 
have desired some other gentleman to have moved 
in the matter, had not the worthy Secretary of 
State (Mr. Webster) some days ago called my 
attention specially to the subject, informing me in 
advance what would be the recommendation of 
the President in regard to the point under con- 
sideration, and desiring me, as the mover of the 
original resolution of the last session, Co offer to 
the Senate a resolution substantially corresponding 
to the one now under consideration. It is under 
such promptings from a high Whig source, that a 
Democrat, inflexibly devoted to the principles of 
his party, conceived it proper that he should, to 
some extent, rise above mere party considera- 
tions, and coéperate with the Administration of 
the country for the time being in this generous 
undertaking. 

I must say that I am surprised that, under the 
circumstances mentioned, gentlemen who are the 
peculiar friends, avowedly, of this same Adminis- 
tration, should rise up and present the stern and 
unbendin#® opposition which it has been my fate 
to experience, to a simple and unavoidable act of 
national courtesy. Yet I am not so much sur- 
prised as I might have been a few days ago, had 
the same development been then made; for I dis- 
cover in certain quarters that hints have been al- 
ready given, that it would be a dangerous thing 
for Kossuth to be allowed to come to this country 
and deliver such bold and soul-stirring harangues 
in favor of the great principles of which he is the 
champion, from the fear that his eloquence might 
have the effect of unduly liberalizing the minds of 
the people of America, and might impart a still 
more republican cast to the minds of the thinking 
millions of this country. I know very well that 
political bigotry in several noted quarters has al- 
ready undertaken to sneer at all attempts even to 
do simple jnstice to the character of this distin- 
guished man. I know that base and unprincipled 
calumniators, (who will, I trust, be very soon ex- 

sed to the unmitigated indignation and scorn of 
the civilized world,) in advance of the landing of 
Governor Kossuth upon our shores, have under- 
taken to calumniate him seriously in regard to cer- 
tain delicate circumstanees connected with his leav- 
ing the steamer Mississippi at Gibraltar. I have 
looked into the charges which have been brought, 
and the evidence adduced in support of them, and 
I thank God that I have seen already, in advance 
of his coming into our midst, a triumphant vindi- 
cation of all these heartless allegatious. I beg 
leave to declare here, that the attempt which has 
been made to poison the public mind of America 
towards this excellent perenne -=26 instil undue 
prejudice into the minds of the enlightened people 
of this country in regard to this illustrious victim 
of oppression—is, in my judgment, altogether the 
most disgraceful act of the kind that has yet 
marked our annals as a nation. When I first saw 
the insidious and fiendish epistle which was sent 
across the briny deep for the purpose of awaken- 
ing prejudice in the American mind in can to 
this long-suffering patriot and true repub ican, I 
was full of grief, of disgust, and of indignation; 
and I rejoice that this opportunity has been unex- 
pectedly afforded to me of pouring forth the deep, 
and, I might almost say, inexpressible indignation 
which I feel at the concerted, cold-blooded injus- 
tice done to this noble nage by the corrupt 
and mercenary scribblers of faction. I had hoped, 
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sir, that in the American Senate—a body hereto- | 
fore noted for its courtesy, respected for its liber- | 
ality, and which was once distinguished above all || 
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the least degree calculated to awaken popular dis- | was dead, and that those few who have stood here, 
content or to foment civil discord; and | venture 
to predict, sir, that if the vicious and contriving 
other legislative assemblies in the world for its || factionists who have so fiercely struggled for sev- 
true and inflexible devotion to the great principles || eral years 
of civil and religious liberty—no such ungenerous || Republic should attempt to enlist him in their un- 
opposition would have been presented as that || holy 
which it has been fated to encounter; which oppo- || rebuke from his lips as will make them wish, fora 
sition, I must say, derives all its importance from || moment at leasty that the Almighty in his provi- 


who used to advocate it, were only the tomb- 
stones to point out where it was buried. But 
| when I came into the Senate this morning, I found 
| upon my table a resolution which the public jour- 
| nals tell us the Senator from Mississippi gave no- 
| tice that he should offer. That resolution, which 

is to be introduced at a future day, is one declar- 

ing that the measures of adjustment, so calle¢— 


t to disturb the domestic quiet of the 


designs, they will incur such a withering 


the fact that it has originated in a quarter of un- |! dence had never permitted such miscreants to pol- || naming them every one, one after another, seri- 


uivocal respectability, 


look the fact, that there is a great struggle going | 
on at this moment in all parts of the civilized world || 
between the a of freedom and the princi- || 
ples of slavery. he tyrants of the earth have | 
combined for the overthrow of liberty. In some | 
instances open attempts are made to break down | 
political and religious freedom. In others, the 

means employed by the enemies of freedom are || 
more disguised and insidious, but not at all less 

dangerous. At such a moment does it behoove the | 
American people to join the side of despotism, or 
to stand by the cause of freedom? We must do || 
one or the other. We cannot avoid the solemn || 
alternative preserfted. Those who are not for us || 
are against us. Those who are not for freedom | 
are for slavery. i 

Mr. HALE, Exactly. 

Mr. FOOTE. The gentleman says “‘ exactly.’’ 
Ishali deal with him very exactly, presently. I | 
am using such language as I deem suited to the | 
ears of statesmen. I am employing such phrase- || 
ology as has received an acceptation perfectly un- 
derstood amongst real statesmen—among men of 
a genuine elevation of character—who are capuble | 
of breathing elsewhere than in the impure atmos- 
phere of faction; who are something more than 
the wretched demagogues of the hour; who are | 
able, when a great question like this is under con- | 
sideration, to elevate themselves somewhat above 
the behests of an unreasoning fanaticism. I say, | 
sir, I am using language which, amongst such | 
men—the statesmen, the true philanthropists, the | 
enlightened philosophers of the world—is perfectly | 
comprehended and appreciated. Yet, my simple | 
words seem not to be comprehended in a certain | 
quarter. I am asserting such views as have-con- || 
stantly been misunderstood in the same quarter 
ever since I have had the honor of holding a seat 
in this body, and I trust that the apparently | 
unconquerable blindness which has constantly || 
marked the course of certain inflated demagogues 1 
whom I could easily specify—(not here, of course, || 
or who should not be here, certainly )—will con- | 
tinue undiminished, until Jehovah himself shall | 
determine that the fitting time has come for pour- | 
ing out upon their heads that deluge of fiery indig- | 
aa which their manifold offences are calling 
orth. 

{ have nothing of a special character to say in || 
regard to the gentleman’s amendment at present. 
it would not now be seasonable to speak of it upon 
its merits. Every one understands why that 
amendment has been suggested; and if it shall be 
hereafter brought forward in a regular and formal | 
manner, I will undertake to suggest the motives | 
in which it has originated. I shall express the | 
regret which I feel that every attempt which we 
make here to do our duty as Senators is either | 














' || lute the pure air of heaven with their pestilential | 
Sir, the gentleman from Georgia seems to over- | breath. 


exactly the course of remark to which it has been | 


| as ig threatened when the honorable Senator from | 


atim—are to be considered as a final and definitive 
settlement of the questions growing out of the 
system of domestic slavery. That brings up the 
whole subject again. It brings up all those acts, 
| the fugitive slave law included. It opens the 

|| whole door of discussion, and introduces all these 
subjected; and still less did I conceive that it | agitating questions which we had all hoped were 
was to lay up in store such a further castigation || so quietly buried long ago. Now, let no gentle- 
man retort upon me that I am in favor of agi- 
Mississippi shall disclose the motives of the mover || tation. I used to be in favor of it, but I got 
of the amendment. I had supposed that it was | sick of it, and I am still sicker of it when I see 
in order for a man to declare his own motives, || the gentlemen who have been so long declaiming 


Mr. HALE. I did not expect that the brief 
notice which I gave of the amendment which I 
propose to offer to this resolution, would call forth 





! 


| because he was supposed to be advised what they || against it -are the very gentlemen to introduce 


were; but when he goes further than that, and un- || these matters to the Senate. Iam tired of agita- 
dertakes to disclose the motives of other persons, || tion here, because I am satisfied that no good can 
if he does not transgress the rules of good taste || be produced here—not the least. I had hoped 
and Christian charity, he does transgress those of || that here the whole subject was quieted. But 
the Senate; and it is not competent for him within || what does it mean? Is there agnonopoly of sym- 
the rules of the Senate to undertake to assign to || pathy and admiration for the distinguished patriots 
a Senator motives different from those which he || of the Old World? Cannot those of us who are 
himself proclaims, and which appear upon the face || so unfortunate as to live in Northern climes under 
of the proposition which he makes. Whenever || the influence of the cold winds and the freezing 
the Senator shall undertake to enter into the mo- || atmosphere of our Northern latitude—if our hearts 
tives which have impelled me to action, I will || do sometimes get warm and melted by the glow 
endeavor to meet him either by argument or by || of enthusiasm and sympathy, that is waked up 
calling him to order. |; and roused by the manly, noble, generous, self- 


I have but a word to say to the honorable Sen- || sacrificing patriots of other lands—in Heaven's 


ator. He says there are some minds, ‘‘ not here, || name, if the blood begins to flow in our cold 
of course,”’ that is, I suppose, not in his seat, that || hearts, can we not speak? Must we still the 


cannot understand language as statesmen use it. || throbbing pulses of humanity, and suffer gentle- 
Why cannot they? Now, if there ever was a || men from another latitude to monopolize all the 
man that delivered illustrated lectures, and demon- || sympathy, and all the admiration, and all the zeal 
strated the truth of his propositions as he went || that is to be displayed for great deeds of great 
along, it was that honorable Senator. What is || men in behalf of great causes? 

this amendment? Why, that we shall assure to || The honorable Senator says that the despots of 
this illustrious man, as dear to my affections as || the world are linked together, and that there is a 


| earnest desire that the time may speedily come 


to his—dear to my affections for the principles 
which he has advocated, and for the maintenance 
and advocacy of which he is now an exile—that | 
we shall assure him and his associates in exile of | 
the sympathy of the Congress and the people of 
the United Sates not only with them but with 
the victims of oppression everywhere. ‘This,sir, || 
is evidence that somebody does not understand 
the English language as statesmen use it. We || 
sympathize with the victims of oppression every- |} 
where, and that is evidence that there is a faction 
in the country that wants to arouse those sec- || 
tional feelings which have been so happily buried. || 
What more is there that shows a want of appre- 
hension and comprehension, and understanding of | 
statesman-like language? Why, that it is our | 
when the rights of man shall be universally recog- || 
nized and respected by every people and govern- || 








ment of the world. Is there any intimation there || 


that the honorable Senator means to find fault | 
with? Does he mean to intimate that in this land 
there is a place where the rights of man are not 
| respected and recognized? If he does, he utters a | 


| conflict between liberty and slavery. Well, want, 


according to my poor understanding of the terms, 
to enroll myself under the banners of those who are 
fighting the battles of liberty. I do not want to 
be found amid the hosts of those that are sustain- 


| ine the cause of slavery,and driving the Kossuths 


of the Old World to seek refugehere. And may I 
not, although I am not gifted with such keen per- 
ceptions, such flowing thoughts, and such elo- 
quent diction as the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, in my own poor way speak what I feel 
moving in my own heart, without subjecting myself 
to such a reproach? 

Sir, I do not wantto bea leader. I do not want 
to go ahead. I amcontent tofollow. Two years 
ago, when an honorable Senator from Michigan, 
now in my eye, {Mr. Cass,] gave utterance to 
some sentiments which I thought did honor to 
him, honor to the age, and honor to the Senate, 

| on a proposition to suspend diplomatic intercourse 

| with Austria on account of the course which she 
| pursued, I then proposed an amendment to put 
eatin into the same category. 1 took occasion at 
| that time to be nota leader but a follower of the 


impeded or counteracted by persens who, with the || fouler slander upon the country and upon some of || great and distinguished men of the Senate who 
most high-flown professions of philanthropy and || the States of the Confederacy, than I would allow || had taken the lead in giving direction to public 


disinterestedness ever upon their lips, are never so 
well satisfied with themselves as,when they aequire 
a little contemptible notoriety by the perpetration 


of acts which look alone to the production of some | 


social mischief, either temporary or permanent, 
and which may perchance serve to call into re- 
newed action those elements of domestic excite- 
ment and discord, which I must suppose every 
good man in the land hoped might terminate for- 
ever. 

Sir, I wish to make one more remark before I 


take my seat. The eminent person whose 
claims upon our respect and sympathy [ have en- | 
deavored to make manifest, has commended him- 


self especially to my regard by the delicate and | 
discreet ierbekirasite Thich he ro elsewhere exer- | 
cised in avoiding all indecent interference with the 
domestic institutions of other countries than his 
own. Whilst in monarchical England, he did not 
hesitate to avow his decided partiality for republi- 





can institutions, yet no one can accuse him of || was, as we have 
uttering a word upon any occasion which was in |} and peaceably settled—that the 


myself to utter in this place. It seems to me that 
he is wanting in an apprehension and comprehen- 
sion of the fair meaning of language when he sees | 
anything sinister or covert in that. What is the 
color of these words?) What is the complexion? | 
W hat is the odor of them that has waked up such 
a tornado in the Senator’s breast, and stirred up | 
such a ma 


myself forward to seek notoriety. No, sir, I have 


only attempted in an humble way to be bobtail to | 


zine of wrath as is to be poured out 
|| on the motives I had in suggesting this poor amend- | 
ment? | 

The honorable Senator accuses me of putting | 


| sentiment and expressing the sympathies of Con- 
| gress and of the people with the victims of op- 
| pression that were seeking our shores for an asylum 
| for protection. It seems to me that a man who 
| can find fanlt with this expression—with an ex- 
| pression of sympathy with the victims of oo eet 
sion the world over—a man that can find fault 
with the utterance of a prayer that that day may 

arrive which the prophets of old have predicted 
| shall be the day when the principles of humanity 
and christianity shall influence all nations and all 
|| people,—the man that can find fault with the ex- 

pression of such a sentiment, must poorly under- 


the kite he has set flying. That is all. As to this | stand the principles of civil liberty, the principles 
little amendment to resolution which he has in- || of humanity, or those which should guide enlight- 
troduced, I can assure him that there is nothing || ened and humene statesmen. 
sinister, nothing covert, nothing agitating or in-|| If there is anything that is exceptionable and 
tended for agitation in it. I had hoped that agi- | objectionable in the amendment which I have sug- 
tation was dead, and that the agitators would be | gested, it is not on the face of the paper: and I 
stilled. I had hoped that this subject of slavery || deny the right of the Senator from Mississippi, or 
n told so many times, quietly || anybody else, to look beyond the paper——to look 
Wilmot proviso |! beyond what appears patent upon its face and 
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manifest in its plain declarations, to seek for hid- 
den motives of action which he may choose to 
denominate as corrupt and improper, as tending 
to secure illicit ends by illicit means. I am ready, 


for one, to say that I entertain the fullest sympa- | 


thy with Kossuth. 1I entertain the highest respect 
for him. Let the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi pour forth his eloquence, and speak as never 
man spake in behalf of the illustrious stranger to 
whom he proposes to do honor; let him put it 
upon the ground that it is because he has been true 
in Hungary, true in England; and I trust in God 
will be true here, to the maintenance of those prin- 
ciples for the maintaining of which he is an exile. 
The Senator cannot go beyond me. 


no narrow or sectional current. I want it to do 
what the honorable Senator says some narrow- 


minded men are afraid that it will do—liberalize | 


the minds of many of the multitude, and in- 
fuse Democratic sentiments into the hearts of the 
great masses of the people. That is the very ob- 
ject 1 propose. That is what I want, 
Kossuth to come here, in his very person, a living 


wherever it may be. I want him to go about 
among the people of the land, the living advocate 
of the rights of man, so that everybody, where- 
ever he may be, who feels in his own breast that 
he is guilty of any, invasion or infraction of these 
rights, when he (Boks into the face of Kossuth 
may see there the lineaments that speak out re- 
proach. Thatis the reason why I honor him, and 
that is the reason why I wish him to come here. 


There are other vicums of oppression. There 
are the victims of English oppression. The peo- 


ple of this country have been moving lately to get | 


the kind offices of this Government to interfere in 


behalf of O’Brien, Mitchell, and their associates. | 


{ want this resolution to reach them. I want 
to let it go just exactly as far as the history of 
the United States goes. 
eloquently said by a distinguished orator of 


this country to Lafayette when he was here, | 


speaking to him of the voice of Washington 
that was raised in his behalf, that that voice of 
sympathy could reach him even in the dungeons 
of Austria. Well, if there are victims of oppres- 
sion in the dungeons of Austria, or of any other 
Government on earth, | want this expression of 
the sentiments of the American people to be broad 
enough to reach them. I want Kossuth, and 


Mitchell, and O’Brien, and everybody else that is | 


suffering in the great cause of human rights and 
human liberty, to feel that here, without division 
and without partiality, there is the entertainment 


of an honest and earnest and zealous respect for | 


the course they have pursued. 


It is the honorable Senator from Mississippi, | 


sir, who has undertaken to sectionalize, and local- 
ize, and give a narrow meaning to words which, 
in their fair import, admit of no such meaning. It 


is he, if anybody, that has a mind so diseased | 


upon this subject, so gangrened with particular 
loeal applications of a great principle, that he can- 
not view it in the light of a statesman, philanthro- 
nist, and Christian. If he has any such, let him 
faag them all aside. Let him be assured that in this 
work at least he shall have the sympathy and 
caéperation of all those who loveJiberty, and re- 
spect and venerate its Advocates, irrespective of all 
extraneous considerations and conditions. These 
are the motives which I have. These are the mo- 
tives which I entertain, and which have impelled 
me to suggest the amendment which I propose to 
offer. These are the motives which I stand by; 
and I deny to the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi, or to anybody else, the right to impute to 
me any other motives than these. 


worthy the oceasion, unworthy of the place, or 
unworthy of the time, so be it. But they are the 
motives which have impelled me, and which I 


hope will be convincing with the majority of the | 


Senate, so as to get their consent to modify the 
resolution. I hope that if it is so modified we 
shall have the concurrence of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Georgia, for it will make the resolution 
general in its character. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, there are some 
gentlemen in this country whose principles are 
well known, and with whose public course the 
whole country is familiar. There are some public 
speakers in Congress, and out of it, who have 


I feel it all. || 
I sympathize with it all, and I want to turn it into || 


I wish | 


° | 
ie: toes to despotism of whatever -name and 


I want it to go, as was | 


If these mo- | 
tives which I have disclosed are such as are un- 
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been so much in the habit of a particular 
public topics in a certain unvarying mode, that the 
particular phraseology which they chance to em- 
| ploy, is perfectly understood by all who either hear 
| or read their speeches. Now, sir, were the ques- 
|| tion propounded to any one here, what was the 
|| precise meaning intended to be attached to the 
| amendment whose introduction has been menaced 
| by the gentleman from New Hampshire, and the 
|| remarks with which it was accompanied, not the 
| least difficulty could be possibly experienced in 
|| the rendition of a fitting response. Hear the 
| language of this suggested amendment: 
|  ** And also to assure him and his associates in exile of 
| the sympathy of the Congress and people of the United 
States with the victims of oppression everywhere,”’ 
|| Now we all know well what class of our pop- | 
ulation is alluded to by the Senator from few 
Hampshire, when he speaks of ‘the victims of | 
| oppression.”’ I have heard that very expression | 
from his lips about one thousand times, and it al- 





cisely. It was obviously designed to be expressive | 
| of a very peculiar sympathy for the colored races 
of this continent; and there is not now a member 
of the Senate that does not understand this amend- 
ment precisely as I do. So confident am I on this 
oint, that I venture to assert that the Senator 
uimself dare not deny that such is the true inter- | 
pretation of the words of his proposed amend- | 
ment. Yet he has, I will not say the efirontery, 
from regard to the rules of the Senate, but he has | 
such a wonderful amount of what may be called 
| self-confidence, as to enable him with a tolerably 
| unembarrassed countenance, to declare that he had 
| no such sinister allusion as that which I have 
named. Sir, 1 was grieved and mortified to hear 
the grave denial of the honorable gentleman of a 
fact which appeared to me to admit of no negation 
whatever. Sir, allow me to aver that the honor- 
able gentleman has not a personal friend in the 
world who will not hang down his head with | 
shame at such a denial made under such circum- | 
stances. Why, what is this ee Gees of mine? 
|| It is simply a resolution which I have introduced, | 
| with the approval of the Administration here, in 
cordial cooperation with gentlemen from whom 
| I have differed considerably upon questions for- 
merly existing, which resolution asserts the expe- 
| diency of providing a joint committee of the two 
Houses of Congress for the purpose of consulting | 
as to the proper mode of receiving the renowned | 
champion of Hungarian freedom at the Metrop- 
| olis of the Union. This is all, sir, that I propose 
|| tode; and yet the Senator from New Hampshire, 
| pretending al] the while to be altogether friendly 
to the object set forth in the resolution, offers an | 
| amendment, the only effect of the adoption of | 
which every sane man in the world must perceive 
|| could only have the effect of defeating all action on 
|| the subject. .I ask him now, Can he deny, in the 
face of the Senate, that the proper interpretation of 
the language to which I have objected is that which 
| {| have affixed to it? Can he deny, in the hear- 
|| ing of this body, that it was his intention to ex- 
| press, by that amendment, particular sympathy for 
| a certain portion of our population in the Southern 
|| States not of his own color or complexion? He 
| cannot deny it, in my opinion, without the utmost 
| confusion of face; and were he to deny it a thou- 
| sand times, persons more illiberal than myself 
| might suppose the gentleman had for the moment 
| altogether forgotten himself. Yet he says that I 
| myself complain of his having intruded. the deli- 
| cate topic of oes upon the consideration of 
| the Senate. Why, I am perfectly willing to leave 
| the question between myself and the gentleman to 
;| any enlightened portion of his own constituency 
—indeed, to intelligent men anywhere; and I 
should confidently expect a decision that the hon- 
| orable gentleman, if he intended by his amend- 
ment, to forward the passage of my resolution, 
/has been particularly unfortunate in the adop- 
tion of means not in the least degree adapted to 
|| the attainment of his avowed object. 
| The gentleman has gone out of his way for the 
|| purpose of bringing before the Senate a resolution 
(| of which I yesterday gave notice. I shall not 
| diseuss that resolucion now.. “I know it would be 
| unparliamentary to do so. I only wish to offer a 
| few remarks in reply to some observations which 
| if unreplied to would tend to put me in a wrong 
\| attitude before the country. The present Chief 
i Magistrate of the United States in his first annual 















ways has seemed to intimate the same thing pre- | 
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message declared that he recognized the series of 
measures constituting together what is called the 
plan of adjustment, as a definitive settlement of 
the questions growing out of the system of do. 
mestic slavery. The same high functi 
the message read to us yesterday, 
the same declaration. Good men, patriots of }yot}, 
the old political parties North and South, have de. 
clared by overwhelming majorities in favor of this 
great scheme of pacification, and expressed thei 
earnest desire that the country should be quieted 
on this subject now and forever. But there beins 
some little opposition to these measures presente] 
in several neighborhoods, and some indications of 
contemplated resistance, of a character more or 
less equivocal, it has been deemed expedient by 
several patriotic and discerning persons with 
whom I have had the honor to consult, that some 
formal declaration should be made by the two 
Houses of Congress, of a nature calculated to give 
assurance to the different sections of the Union of 
the existence of a reciprocal disposition in future 
to do full justice to each other. This resolution 
has been introduced for the purpose of quieting 
excitement and promoting a speedy restoration to 
a state of fraternal concord. Sir, it was neither 
my wish nor my intention to discuss that resoly- 
tion; it was my earnest wish and confident hope, 
that the statesmen, the true patriots, the real phi- 
lanthropists of the two Houses of Congress, 
without regard to ancient party designations, as q 
band pf brothers, as an association of American 
Patriots, would adopt such a resolution and give 
full and permanent quiet to the public mind. — 

Sir, if this debate had occurred two or three 
—_ ago, it might have been proper for me to 
have entered on a vindication of that system to 
which the gentleman alludes as a system of oppres- 
sion. Happily that system stands fully vindicated 
by recent events before the habitable globe. Those 
who reside in the section of country where I have 
the honor to live, desire not at all to propitiate 
those who have deliberately resolved to hate us 
and our cherished institutions, whose business it 
has been for years past to decry us, and some of 
whom have evinced a willingness to do all that un- 
scrupulous men could do for our degradation and 
ruin. Thank God, the people of the United States, 
without regard to sectional considerations, have 
of late nobly rushed to the rescue of the constitu- 
tional rights of that exposed section of the Union 
which I in part represent on this floor. The voice 
of faction is almost stilled even in places where 
the counsels of the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire were held in high regard, and the 
noisy demagogues of the hour-are beginning to 
feel the visitations of that contempt which should 
long since have withdrawn them from the view of 
respectable and well-deserving citizens. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I shall detain the 
Senate buta few moments. I had hoped that this 
resolution would have met with no opposition; for 
we cannot conceal from ourselves the fact that it 
will lose a great part of its value, both at home and 
abroad, unless it meets with the unanimous consent 
of the two Houses of Congress, A strange spec- 
tacle is passing daily. There is an upheaving of the 
political system, of which no man can foretell the 
consequences. ‘The despotism of ages has pressed 
upon most of the Governments. The people are 
striving to recover their long-iost liberty, wading, 
in the expressive language of Mr. Jefferson, 
through seas of blood to accomplish that object. 
Nation after nation rises in succession to break 
the iron yoke of despotism, and nation after na- 
tion is in successior’ put down by the union of the 
despotic Governments of Europe. Yes, sir; as 
soon as an attempt is made in one of the countries 
of Europe to recover the liberty which was for- 
merly wrested from them, there is a union of the 
despotic powers, and they assume the right to 
march there and to control the public opinion and 
fortunes of thatcountry. It is impossible but that 
every lover of liberty throughout the world, cer- 
tainly evefy lover of liberty in our own country, 
«should sympathize with these movements. 

The great Hungarian leader needs no eulogy 
from me. He will live in thg brightest pages of 
history. His eulogy is his conduct and his char- 
acter through life. He has passed through the 
fiery furnace of a revolution and come out of it 
unscathed. He has been the leader of his coun- 
try in one of the most terrible crises that a coun- 
try ever passed through, and has never been suc- 
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y assailed in character or conduct. A ] flowing language, that he was in favor of it, and | 
all that kind of thing, and then moved an amend- 

ment to include Russia. He knew perfectly well 

that that would defeat the proposition. I will not | 
say what was his motive, though we all know it || 
perfectly well. If the gentleman had succeeded || 
in having Russia included, other nations would | 
have been brought in, and thus the original reso- | 
lution would have been certainly defeated. The | 
ronorable gentleman then spoke in most eloquent | 
terms of the terrible condition of those two Gov- 
‘iis in relation to him? ernments, and the necessity of cutting off inter- 
“ my part, I see no reason, public, private, || course with them; and yet his amendment was || 
¢ f why an expression of this feelin | recisely calculated to defeat the whole object. 

|| Now, what has the-gentleman done here? We 

| have got another practical proposition before us— 
a proposition to receive a guest of the nation 
the champion of his country’s independence, || whom we have invited here. What does the gen- 
though in that character he is entitled to the sym- || tleman do? He proposes to tack to that an 
vathy and regard of every lover of liberty, But || abstract declaration of no practical effect, and per- 
he comes here as the representative of a sacred | haps it was not intended to have any. There is 
cause—of a great and glorious cause, involving || not a man within these walls that does not know 


| 

} 
human rights in every nation of the globe. He | what the gentleman means perfectly well. He 
comes here as that representative; and may we | 


means to bring up the old question of slavery, 
not, under these circumstances, receive him as | and he means by this declaration to defeat the 
, 
such? 


| present resolution, for he knows it cannot pass 
The insurrection of Hungary was no ordinary || with such an amendment. 
case. Had Hungary made her effort against the || I am, therefore, opposed to this abstract decla- 
Austrian Government, and been put down by |) ration as to the rights of man, though I believe in 
shat Government, however much we might have || my soul I am just as good a friend to them as the 
reoretted the result, we could have had nothing to || gentleman from New Hampshire. But he knows, 
say on the subject. But she had defeated Aus- || and we all know, that such a declaration as this is 
ria. The Austrian capital was taken, and the || intended to be a pronunciamiento of the American 
Emperor of Austria was compelled to fly from || Government against the institution of slavery, se- 
the seat of his power. Hungary would have || cured by the Constitution. 
maintained her independence, so far as we are able | é 
to judge, but for the interposition of Russia. What || we have no power to pass such a thing with such 
does Russia do? Ina struggle in a portion of a | a view. When a proposition comes up of any | 
country to maintain independence, she imports || practical description, in which the rights of man || 
her armies there and puts down the efforts of the || are concerned, | will go as far as any gentleman. | 
Hungarian people. She intervenes by the || But a proposition—I will not say intended, for 
“armed hand;”? and the American people and || that is un-Senatorial, otherwise | should—evidently i] 
Government are to have no right to say that they || having only the effect of throwing the firebrand of 
are sorry for Hungary! Russia may spread her || slavery into this Hall, renewing the agiteting dis- | 
Cossacks over Europe, and restore the iron yoke || cussions which have subsisted for years, and || 
of Austria and despotism, and yet we on this side || which have now in some measure been happily 
of the Atlantic, are to have no right to express || quelled, should meet with the reprobation of every 
sympathy with the millions who are undergoing || Senator. There is no excuse for it. It does no 
the trial there which we have undergone here! || good to the original proposition, of which the hon- | 
Providence conducted us to a happy issue, and I || orable gentleman professes to be a supporter; for, | 
believe that the same Providence will eventually || if adopted, it would defeat that proposition. He 
conduct them to the same issue. || knows that as well as I do. hile I shall vote 
The Senator from Georgia talks about ‘pre- || for the proposition of the honorable gentleman 
cedents.”’ You cannot start a single proposition | from nel I shall vote against the amend- 
here but some one must turn to the Journals and || ment suggested by the honorable Senator from 
see what has been done before. Some chimera— |} New Hampshire, for the reasons I have stated, | 
some imaginary evil that a happen a thousand || because it would be regarded as a declaration on | 
years hence suggests itself. You are told to stop, || the eer of the Government against the institution | 
for there is no ** precedent’’ for your course. I || of slavery in the Southern States. 
came here to think for myself. They say thisis || The PRESIDENT. The Chair would remind | 
an age of progress. I am rather an old man my- || gentlemen that the amendment which has been dis- | 
self, and I have found it to be an age of progress. || cussed for some time has not been offered, and is | 
I, for one, have progressed pretty well, and I hope || not before the Senate. The amendment pending 
to live long enough to see still further progress. || is to fill the blanks with *‘ three” and “ five,” | 
lam for expressing our opinions on this subject. || respectively. | 
I am for receiving Kossuth as the guest of the || Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am opposed to this 
nation. I am for giving to him an imposing and || resolution, Mr. President, and 1 want to assign | 
solemn reception—one that will redound to our | the reasons which induce me to give the vote 
own credit, and be useful to the struggling mil- || which I intendto give. In thefirst place, it seems 
lions of the globe. | to me to be the introduction of a subject into the | 
_ The honorable Senator from New Hampshire H Congress of the United States, which does not 
isa most adroit parliamentary tactician. That we || properly belong to the functions of the body. | 
allknow. We all khow perfectly well that many || An it 
times when propositions came up he seemingly | introduction of a proposition upon which we are | 
supported them, while he had the adroitness to || necessarily destitute of the proper information to | 
tack a little tail to it, something or other which he || enable us to come to a correct conclusion. Now, | 


f manxind attach to him. 
We have asked him to.come here. We have | 
vited him to our shores. The question now is, | 

5 ewe going to turn our backs on him now? | 

Shall we not sympathize with those movements? | 

May wenot, as public and as private men, express | 

our own feelings and ‘the feelings of our constitu- 


| 


; 


or politica } 
.hould not be made by the American people and | 
Government : none whatever. The exiled Gov- | 
enor of Hungary does not come here merely as 


pass. 


| 
} 
| 
He knows it cannot || 
e knows it should not pass. He knows || 
| 

| 


| 
| 
| 
} 


in addition to that, it seems to me to be the 


knew perfectly well would defeat the original || sir, what practical effect can our decision, the one 
popausens of which he seemed to be the friend. || way or the other, in regard to this resolution have, 
wo years ago this whole subject was before the || in a legislative sense, upon the interests of our 
Senate. I then expressed my sentiments in rela- || constituents? None whatever. But how, in the 
on to suspending diplomatic intercourse with || other aspect of the question in which I have pre- | 
some of the nations of the Old World. I did not || sented it, are you qualified to decide upon the 
believe that when a nation by its character and || merits and actions of all foreigners within their 
conduct placed itself out of the pale of Christian || own countries in reference to pending revolutions | 
feeling, we should hold political intercourse with || there, and to come to an accurate conclusion as to | 
it. I would not sit down to count the cost of such whether they ought to be complimented or not? 
suspension. I would not go in to any arithmeti-|| Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I would ask my | 
cal calculation of its effect in dollars and cents; || friend whether he did or did net formerly vote for 
out I would eut the strings of political intercourse || the resolution expressive of sympathy for Kos- 
ttonce. This matter was all gone over two years || suth? He was very well informed at that time it 
‘go—I need not renew it at this time. When that || seems. 
ae for suspending diplomatic intercourse || Mr. UNDERWOOD. Perhaps I might retort 
with Austria was before us, the honorable Sena- || on my friend, and ask why he did not answer the 
‘or from New Hampshire said, in his strong and || question of my friend behind me, before putting | 
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| may 


| can people. 
| Cass} foresaw the bearing of this whole subject 
| two years ago, at the time he introduced a cele- 
| brated resolution, for which I proposed to substi- 


| legitimated. 


| intend to execute their declarations. 
| authority of the distinguished Hungarian himself 
|| for all ghis. 


yet interfered in the affairs of nations by the de- 


E. 


one to me, and 


ve 


int out the battle-field where 








a - — 





| Kossuth distinguished himself. But I shall pre- 
| sent itall indue time. The as 


tof the case which 
! now suggest, is, that if this is to be a precedent 


| to operate in all time to come to justify the Con- 


gress of the United States in taking up the matters 
of every distinguished foreigner, and in geing into 
their me claims to be complimented hy it, 
it is a subject upon which, in its very nature, we 
perhaps are little qualified to decide.” Some, with 


| the great reading of my friend from Mississippi, 


[Mr. Foorr,] may be thoroughly acquainted with 
all the political and military movempngs of the 
country in which the revolution may ¥e pending. 
But there may be others of us who are less in- 
formed, who have less acquaintance with the 
books to which he has referred us; and thus we 
y not have that aceurate information upon 
which to decide whether the compliment ought to 
be given or not. But every Senator must perceive, 
that if we commence the system of complimenting 


| foreigners for distinguished services in their own 


country in behalf of human liberty, there is no 
end; there is no limit to the exercise of this power, 
from this time forth forever And that brings up 
a matter of the highest importance to the Ameri- 
The Senator from Michigan [Mr. 


tute an amendment. 
If you set this example, my word for it, you 


| legitimate that intervention in the affairs of other 
nations which has been hostile to the genius of 


our Government and to the practiceof every Ad- 
ministration from Washington down to this day. 


| You run counter in that to the very recommenda- 


tion of the message which we heard read yester- 
day, and thus an example is to be for the first 
time set in the history of our Government by 


| which the doctrine of intervention in the affairs of 


all the nations of the earth is to be tolerated and 
You give aid and assistance by 
countenance and by commendation. How long 
is it, after you begin your aid and assistance by 
words, before you must carry it out by deeds? 
How long are you to talk without acting? How 
long are you to express sentiments, fold your 
arms, and not carry those sentiments into prac- 
tice? Itis idle on the part of the American Con- 


gress to talk, to sympathize, to express abstract 


sentiments, unless in the progress of things they 
I have the 


I have not been an inattentive ob- 
servérto the progress of things. I have leoked 
whenever I could into the declarations of all dis- 
tinguished men. I see that Kossuth, in a recent 
speech which he has made, says your sympathies, 
your idle declarations in words amount to nothing 
unless you can act. True, he says “I do not 
call upon you to go to war, but I want you to 
intervene against intervention; | want you to say 
to those who will intervene, ‘Hands off;’ and when 
you make that declaration I want you to act in 
reference to it.”” 

Now, Mr. President, I say, simple and insignifi- 
cant as a mere compliment generally seems to be, 
although it is very grateful to the heart, the 
amount of dollars and cents in paying the bill of a 
distinguished foreigner you have already legiti- 
mated in the case of the Turkish envoy. True, I 
did not vote for it. I thought it a bad example 
ang voted against it. But so far as the mere dol- 
lars and cents are concerned, we have a precedent; 
we have what the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Dawson] seemed to call for. But you have never 


claration of a sentiment which might ultimately 
call for action. I ask the American Congress be- 
fore they take this step, to consider well what 
may be its ultimate consequences. If Ll apprehend 
aright the nature of our institutions, they were 
not formed for any such purpose. If I know the 
Constitution of the United States, under which 
we happily live, it cantains an imbodiment of 
ouaial powes for national purposes; and if we 
confine ourselves legitimately and strictly to the 
execution of those powers, we shall follow out the 
system, the example, the practice of our fathers, 
and not intervene by word or deed in the affairs 
of any nation in the world. It is utterly impossi- 
ble that the nations of the earth are so ignorant as 
| not to know the sentiments that actuate every 
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‘American bosom. They know full well that we 


are all Democrats; that we are all Whigs; and || right to alter, modify, change, or 


that we are all Republicans. They know full 
well that in the bosom of every American there is 
a deep-seated principle in favor of the right of 

opuiar representation and self-government. They 
Liver full well that this lies at the foundation of 
all our institutions, and that we will never give it 
up for any consideration on earth. It is the prin- 
ciple on which our Government is based. It is 
the principle on which our lives will at an 
moment be staked. The nations of the earth 
know that Tull well. They want no information 
m regard to it. Your declarations here or else- 
where will give them no new light in reference 
to it. 

Now when they know that, does it become us, 
upon every revolution in every part of the world, 
to manifest by an open declaration that we are 
glad that Kossuth in Hungary has led a reform- 
mg band and attempted to revolutionize the gov- 
ernment under which he before lived? that we 
will be glad when some revolutionary Cromwell 
shall again rise in England and declare a Republic ? 
that we will be glad when some Napoleon shall 
put down a French despot, and declare a Repub- 
lic founded on the principle of the right of univer- 
sal suffrage, after a while repealing it and getting 


tion after revolution happens on the face of the 
earth, strengthen the great principle upon which 
American institutions are based—the right of self- 
government? In truth, sir, 1 do not conceive it 
to be our mission. 
much so as the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 
Cass.] But the difference between him and me 
is as to the mode of action by which to propel the 
great, the magnificent, and the liberal governments 
of the world. If I understand his progress, it is 
to do it by war and conquest. He can swallow 
Mexico without being injured. I have no faith in 
that kind of progress. 
enlighten the substratum of society; to make all 
the nations of the world—the little boys and girls 
of the world—learn and understand their rights— 
civil, political, and religious. When you can in- 
doctrinate mankind by teaching them what their 
rights are, and show them that the physical power 
“belongs to the multitude, you have the foundation 
upon which to erecta pyran’ of Republican gov- 
ernment to enlighten t 

is doing. But you might as well attempt to make 
a pyramid stand by inverting it, as to attempt 
war and conquest to establish a government. 
cannot be done. My idea of progress—aitd+«my 
idea of the destiny of this Republic in reference 
to the other nations of the world—is this: let us 
evince that we can govern ourselves upon princi- 
ples of justice; that we administer justice without 
sale, denial, or delay, to every human being; and 
by this course of conduct constantly hold up be- 
fore mankind the broad example of Republican 
government. If you can thus diffuse knowledge; 
if you can thus enlighten the people—the subjects 
of the other nations of the world—they will do 
just what Kossuth and his companions Coon been 
doing—they will abolish the exemption of taxa- 


tion in reference to the nobles; they will abolish || 


the orivilege of the nobles to be exempt, except by 
their own consent, to the judicial tribunals of the 
country; they will,extend the right of suffrage; 
and they will ultimately, from the knowledge 
which they have, adopt their institutions accord- 
ing to the circumstances by which they are su¥- 
rounded, and make them what they ought to be, 
We have an example of the attempting to make 
Republican or Democratic governments where the 
people are not prepared for them, in South Amer- 
rea, where there is little else than one military 
despot after another. Now, who can say how 
far Louis Kossuth is identified with the true 
American principle? No one. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. If the Senator 
will aliow me, I will answer the question from the 


President’s message. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I heard that read yes- 
terday. It does not answer what I am after. 
Who can tell me that Louis Kossuth in any speech, 
in any vote, in any action of his life, has identified 
himself with the true American, Democratic rep- 
resentative principle, or with the Declaration of 
American Inde ence—that to the masses be- 
longs all political power; that the government is 
formed for their use, for their benefit, and for their 





y system is to try and | 


1e whole earth, just as ours | 
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1am a man_ of progress, as || 


H 





|| said quite the contrary. 
clear of it? Do all these declarations, as revolu- || 


|| exusts. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ee aes 





happiness, and that they have at all times the 


— it? 
Mr. FOOTE. I will state that Governor Kos- 
suth said, in at least three speeches in England, 
that he wasa republitan after the American model, 
| and that Washington was the great object of his 
admiration and imitation. e has said that 
before all Christendom. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. He has then an addi- 
tional title to my admiration. But surely if 
| he has made that desleaveion in England, it was a 
| declaration after the fact. I want to see the Dec- 
| laration of Independence at the time the war was 
|in progress. I want to see what they were fight- 
| ing for atthe time. When he is in exile, when he 
1s in a country—England—where I admit human 
| liberty is sustained to a very great extent, and 
| when he is coming to a country like America, he 


j 
| 


|| would be very green indeed—if he intends to se- 


lect it as his asylum and home, as I hope hemay— 
| he would be very green indeed, when making pub- 
lic speeches, if he did not assert his love, his ad- 
miration, his respect for the great men, and for 
the institutions of the country in which he isabout 
to locate himself. 

Mr. FOOTE. Governor Kossuth never said 
that he intended to locate himself in America. He 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. That does not change 
| the fact one iota. We have a declaration from 
Kossuth after the fact. What I have said I re- 
| peat: If any gentleman can show me a Hungarian 
| Declaration of Independence—something upon 
which that revolution was based, like the Ameri- 
| can Government, and point me to the page and 
| contents of it, I wil! receive the information with 
| agreat deal of thankfulness. No such document 
I admit thess reforms. They were great 
reforms. ‘They were getting clear of the effect of 
feudal institutions lik eour own ancestors got clear 
of them. They were great and glorious changes 
for the people of Hungary. They helped to elevate 
the masses; and I am glad of it. But that gov- 
erment, if I understand it correctly, had been a 
government independent in its organization, gov- 
'erned by the Emperors of Austria as _— of 
| Hungary connected with the Hungarian Diet 

| The revolution broke out to sustain that state of 
| things, with the reforms which the Diet had made. 
| That is a short history of the matter, so far as I 
understand it. It was not connected with any of 


| those democratic doctrines which are so dear to 


by | 


the American heart; at least if it was, it was not 
promulgated in any official shape to the world at 
the time. The very fact that I present this view 
| of the subject, the very fact that other Senators 
| present other views of the subject, which views 
| conflict, show the utter impropriety of introducing 
| a resolution of this sort into the American Con- 
| gress. If this thing is to be tolerated as a prece- 
| dent, if this is a beginning without end, when- 
| ever anything of this sort comes before us, we 
shall have to array ourselves in regard to the his- 
| tories of the day; we shall have to ascertain 
| whether the man performed his part in this battle, 
| or in this council chamber, to enable us to come 
Must we do all this? 
One remark more. I believe there was a meeting 
| in Tammany Hall not long ago. That hall some- 
| times puts balls in motion, not ‘solitary and 
alone,’’ but in masses, that have a portentous 
| influence, and seem to me to be ominous of the 
| fate of my country. If I am correctly informed, 
the very idea suggested by the Senatorfrom Mich- 
igan [Mr. Cass] two years ago, of interfering by 
word, not yet by act 
Mr. CASS. Will the Senator allow me to set 
him right? I said that cutting the strings of com- 
munication with Austria was not an interference. 
I do not claim the right to interfere. But I do not 
| Sa that | would not at the proper time. 
r. UNDERWOOD. That is ominous. He 
| did not say that he would interfere; but he will 
| not disclaim that he will at the proper time. That 
| is the Tammany notion, according to my. idea. 
Now, I say that if I should tell you; as a neigh- 
bor of mine, I will not hold any further intercourse 
with you for your conduct, that would be pretty 
direct interference. I have attempted to show that 
there may be interference by words. I come into 
| your family. I undertake to say, You have lec- 
tured this boy improperly, you have spoken a 
harsh word .to your wife, you are acting very im- 
properly asa father and asa husband. That is 


to a corfclusion. 
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an interference by word of mouth; it is an inter. 
ference in domestié¢, family matters. | have 
deavored to show that this is an interference with 
the nations of the world so far as words are ¢» 
cerned. This resolution expressly declares the 
we are to compliment Kossuth. leimakes it the 
duty of the committee “to communicate to }; : 


assurances of the profound respect entertained fo, 


him by the people of the United States, and i) 
tender to him, on the part of Congress, and in tig 
name of the people of the United States, the hos. 
pitalities of the metropolis of the Union.” 414 
why all that? Because of his past actions? nas. 
muchas you compliment him, you throw reproach 
upon those with whom he was warring. Th, 
question is, whether it is not interference by 
words? 

And now to advert to this Tammany matter. 
They have, as I understand, intimated that it he. 
comes necessary to change the well-settled policy 
of the country from the days of Washington dow, 
that this doctrine of intervention is to supersede 
that of non-intervention, which has subsisted from 
the foundation of the Government to this time, an¢ 
for which doctrine, reiterated in his present mes. 
sage, I compliment the President. I am opposed 
to that change. I think the world and the Govern. 
ment is not yet prepared for anything of the kind, 
Iam not for making idle declarations which we 
are not to carry out. If wedo intervene by word, 

I am for intervening by action also. But [ amnot 
for intervening in any way. I think the soundest 
policy for any man, family, or nation, is to mind 
its own business and let the business of other peo- 
ple alone. If we can intervene in this sense of the 
term in regard to Austria or England—and my 
friend from Mississippi has given notice of his 
resolution in regard to Smith O’Brien and his con- 
atriots—we can perhaps take up the affairs of 
apoleon. 

Mr. FOOTE. Do I understand the gentleman 
as presenting any opposition to my O’Brien reso- 
lution ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. No,sir. I donot know 
how it will be presented. I hope when it comes 
up it will be in such a shape that I ean swallow it 
like my friend [Mr. Cass] can swallow Mexico. 

I think the doctrine which I have advanced 
shows that if you can travel out of the United 
States and go into Europe, much more can the 
General Government go into the affairs of the 
States. Ihave said from the beginning, that our 
system divided the powers of government between 
the National and State Governments. I have said 
that certain subjects were local and domestic, that 
certain others were foreign and national, and that 
each government so managed its own affairs, and 
were just as separate and distinct in regard to the 
different powers under the National and State Con- 
stitutions, as are this Government and the other 
Governments of the world. Now, let this-exam- 
ple be set; let us go into the affairs of Europe, 
and by expressing our opinions about European 
systems, European men,and European measures, 
and what reason is there that the American Con- 
gress could not get up and say, we express our 
opinions about State systems and State measures’ 
And if you can look at eee as you denom- 
nate it, in any part of the world, do you not tol- 
rate the Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
Hate,| whom I rd, in point of social inter- 
course, with a good deal of affection and esteem, 
although differing from him as to his political 
views—do you not tolerate and encourage him to 
get up and say, ‘I want to intervene a little; | 
think Kentucky has acted rather tyrannically; ! 
think Georgia has rather a despotic system, and 
want to express my sympathy with the op 
pressed ?”’ 

Sir, I am against this whole measure. Have 
we nothing to do but to talk away all our time 00 
resolutions of this sort? Can we say to the Amer- 
ican people that we have nothing that we cal 
properly and usefully employ our time about, but 
that we must be ranging over the world to hunt 
up Kossuths, and O’Briens, and Napoleons, whom 
we must either compliment or condemn? Look 
at the Executive message! Look at the business 
to which you can turn your attention, and that 
——, for the American people! Legislate: 

e have plenty of subjects of much more !m- 
portance on which we can employ our time; 
and it does seem to me that we ought not te 
tolerate the introduction of resolutions compl- 
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lution. It must go to the Committee of the Whole 
under the rule of the House in reference to bills 
appropriating money. 
Mtr. MEADE, 
an amendment to the resolution, 
done, and then it may be committed. 
that my amendment be accepted by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Harris,} which 


he is willing to do, so as to make all warrants | 


assignable, 


Mr. STEPHENS. The rule of the House is, 


that there shall be no discussion of a bill making | 
appropriations until it shall have been referred to | 


the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. MEADE. 


i ask the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee to accept my amendment as a part of his 


resolution. 

The SPEAKER. 
contains an appropriation of money. Under the 
rule it must go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [If I 
the resolution, it does not make an appropriation 
at all, and consequently the rule does not apply. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Let the Clerk read it. 

"The resolution was then read. 

Mr. COBB. I think we can obviate the diffi- 


I understand the resolution | 


culty in relation to this resolution by striking out | 


all except the first and fifth sections. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. To avoid the 
difficulty, I propose to strike out all except the 


first section: that simply construes the law so as || yntij half past twelve o’clock this day. 


to make the warrants assignable; and I have no || 


objection to receive the amendment of the gentle- 


man from Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] the object of | 
which is to make a differént class of warrants as- | 


signable. Upon the resolution thus modified, I 
demand the prosvene question. 


Mr, HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a |) proposition that one of his colleagues may be per- || 


question of order. I understand the gentleman 


|| State of Maine by the serious illness of his wife. | 


from Tennessee proposes now to modify this joint | 


resolution. ‘The resolution, according to m 
derstanding, is now the property of the House, 
and it is not competent for him, on his own mere 


motion, to modify or change it, any more than it | 


would be forme to do so. The resolution has 
been offered and received by the House; passed 
from his hands; read, I believe, ®& first and second 
time, and is now upon its engrossment, or pro- 
pers to be engrossed, or proposed to be passed. 


un- | 


his is a mere motion to make || 
That can be | 
I wish only |, 

] 

am sure | 


| modified form. 


understand |! 


has a right to withdraw it. He could withdraw || the gentleman from Te 
it, then modify and introduce it under the notice || now in order. 
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make these warrants assignable, and I am not par- 
ticular as to the form or mode in which it may be 
done. 


change its form so as to retain the first section, 
| and move it again in the House. I would then 


which he has heretofore given. 1 think there can | 
be no difficulty about it at all. =o] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. My object is to | 
If it is competent for me to do so, I will | 
withdraw the resolution that I have offered, | 
| 
| 
modify itaccordingly. 

Mr. JONES. With the permission of my col- | 
league, I will say he cannot propose to amend it if 
itis a question of appropriation. Under the rules, 
it must be first considered in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. My colleague 


has a right to withdraw it and present it in a 


Mr.OLDS. I ask for the execution of the order 
in respect to the drawing of seats. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to withdraw the reso- || 
lution I have offered. 

Mr. BURT. I object to any further debate at 
this time. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is too 


| late for the gentleman to withdraw his proposition 


and submit it in a modified form. 
DRAWING FOR SEATS, 
The SPEAKER. The order made yesterday 


| in relation to the drawing of seats was postponed 


The time 
has now arrived for the execution of the order. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to state to the 
House that my colleague, (Mr. Gitmore,] a mem- 
ber from Pennsylvania, hasebeen detained in the 


Under these circumstances, I wish to submit a | 


| mitted to draw for him. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I object to that proposition. 
Mr. FLORENCE. My suggestion is, that one 


|| of his colleagues from the State of Pennsylvania | 


} 


| 
if 


| 


be permitted to draw for him. 

Mr. BOCOCK. One of my colleagues is also | 
absent. If wego into that matter at all, we should | 
include every ,abrentee. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I submit that this is avery | 


| peculiar case, on account of the serious illness of 


‘ou must come to the conclusion, that I have just || 


as much power over this resolution as the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Harnis,] and that it 
is not competent for him to strike out, or add any- 
thing to it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is right; bu 
the Chair had supposed that there was a general 
acquiescence. 

Mr. JONES. 


the Chair and the House to the 45th rule. After 


| 
| 


| 
| 


® motion is stated by the Speaker and read by the || 


Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in possession of 
the House, but may be withdrawn at any time 
before a decision or amendment. 
conceive my colleague has a right te withdraw his 
proposition, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] will see that the rule referred 
to contemplates that the mover of a proposition 
shall have control over it until the House passes 


upon it at some of its various stages. The reso- 
lution has been read the first and second time, 
and is now as much in the power of myself to 
modify it as the mover; but it is not in the power 


of either. It is as much my property as that of 
the mover of the resolution; and as such, there 
beiag a section in the bill that is material, as I 
conceive, tomy constituents, I object to the modi- 
fication unless it is done in due form. K proposes 
to strike out asection which I wish to retain. 

Mr. JONES called for the reading of the 45th 
rule; and it was read, as follows: 


** After a motion is stated by the Speaker, or read by the 


| 
| 
| 


Now, sir, I | 


| 


| tlemen similarly situated. 


I wish to call the attention of || 


| number of seats are drawn. 


“be proceeded with. 


Mr. Gitmore’s wife. 
Mr. BOCOCK. There are several other gen- 


The CHAIR. The execution of the order will | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Almostevery seat | 
here has the name of a member upon it; unless | 
members will vacate the seats, and remain out of | 
them until their names are drawn and a selection | 
made, it will be almost impossible for them to | 
know the seats that are chosen, or those which are | 
vacant. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest, in 
execution of the order, that when a member draws 
his seat, he shall take a piece of paper, paste his 
name upon it, and keep the seat until the whole 
The Chair earnestly 
desires that each and every gentleman will feel it 
his duty to observe the rule, in regard to draw- | 
ing of seats; otherwise we shall have inexplicable 
confusion. 

The order directing the process was then read. | 


| It provided as follows: 


‘« That the Clerk of the House place in a box the name of | 
each member and delegate of the House of Representatives 
on a separate piece of paper; that he then proceed in pres- 


| ence of the House to draw from said box, one at a time, the 
| said pieces of paper; and as each is drawn, he shall an- 


nounce the name of the member or delegate upon it, who 


| shall then choose his seat for the present session, provided 
| that before said drawing shall commence, the Speaker shall 
| cause every seat to be vacated, and shall see that every 


seat continues vacant until it is selected under this order. | 


| Andinasmuch as Mr. Darsy, of Missouri, is confined at | 
| his lodgings in this city by reason of sickness, one of his 
| colleagues is authorized to select a seat for him when his | 


Clerk, it shail be deemed to be in possession of the House, || 


but may be withdrawn at any time before a decision or 
amendment.’’ 


| the order. 


Mr. JONES. When this proposition of my || 


colleague [Mr. Harais} was stated b 
Speaker, and read by the Clerk, it was in the 
possession of the House. ‘ There has been no de- 
cision upon this proposition—there have been no 
amendments made to it by the House; therefore it 
has not passed from under the control of my col- 
Jeague, the mover of it; and I hold that he now 


the || 


name is drawn.’’ 

The House then proceeded in the execution of 
The members left their seats, and re- 
aired to the area in front of the Speaker’s table. | 
he names of the members, which had been 


— in the box, were drawn out, consecutively, 


y one of the pages, until the process was thus 
completed and seats chosen by all the members | 


| presen t. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 


The SPEAKER stated that the resolution of ! 


GLOBE. 


_ tien the usual resolution, which is in these words. 


| standing committees of the House. 


|| from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. 77 


Dee. 


3 
eee 
nnessee [Mr. Hanrais) Was 
APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITT RRs 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a privileos 
Seegeate conneniee with the organization of th 

ouse—if the House deem it necessary. I fing 
that it has been usual to authorize the Speaker 
by resolution, to appoint the standing commir’ 
tees of the House. have examined the ae 
with a view to determine the propriety of this 


| course, and while I have some doubts myself as 
| to the necessity of it, I 


ropose to follow the jp. 


variable custom of the House, and offer for adop. 


Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to Appoint the 


Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I ask the gentleman 
from Illinois, before that resolution is acted on, io 


| allow me to offer a resolution in reference to the 


printing of the President’s Message. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I will state to the gep. 


| teman from New Mexico, that that resolution will 
_ probably lead to a discussion. The longest dis. 
| cussions we have had in the House have been in 


relation to these very questions; sometimes the 
have arisen upon one resolution, and sometimes 
_on another. The resolution I have offered is the 
| usual one, and will doubtless be disposed of in 
few moments. 
| The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 
Mr. WEIGHTMAN obtained the floor. 
Mr. HOUSTON. [rise to a question of order, 
The SPEAKER. he Chair must first ascer- 
tain the character of the proposition submitted by 
| the gentleman from New Mexico. 

Mr. HOUSTON. But it matters not what the 
proposition is. The question I desire to present 
is, whether it is not now the duty of the House 
| to recur to the joint resolution of the gentleman 


sRRIS,] that being tht 
| unfinished business? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has already an- 
nounced that that is the first business in order, and 
nothing can interfere with it, unless it be a ques- 
tion of privilege. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I understood 
the Chair as deciding that it was not within my 
power to modify the resolution which I offered. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair so decided. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. Then I move 
| to commit the resolution to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union; and if the House 
will indulge me, I will move immediately after- 
wards that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| The question was then taken on the motion to 
commit the resolution, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 
So the resolution was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


NEWSPAPERS FOR MEMBERS. 


The SPEAKER. The unfinished business of 
yesterday is now in order, being the question 


on the adoption of the following resolution as 
amended: 


Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished to the 
members of this House, during the present session, such 
papers as they may direct, the expense thereof not to ex- 
ceed the price of three daily papers to each member, from 
the commencement of the session. 

On this question the yeas and nays had been 
ordered. 

Mr. HARRIS, of ‘Tennessee, moved that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the paepyen of 
the resolution of Mr. Rossins as amended. 

Mr. TUCK. Would a motion to amend that 
resolution by substituting *$50” for $30” be now 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. No amendment would now 
be in order, as the resolution is under the opera- 
tion of the Ps question. : ; 

Mr. TUCK. Then I hope the resolution will 
not be adopted. ; 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution as amended, and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 63, nays 139; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesars. Aiken, Allison, W. Appleton, Averett, 
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,e, Bell, Bibighaus, Bowie, J. H. Boyd, Bragg, Briggs, 

eres (aby, Caldwell, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cott- 
Buell awson, Disney, Dockery, Duncan, Eastman, r- 
om Floyd, Fowler, T. J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gentry, 
. Hall, Hammond, Harper, Isham G. Harris, 8. 
mv arris, Hart, Hascall, Henn, Houston, Hunter, Jack- 
¥: ee W. Johnson, J. Glaney Jones, Preston King, 
we ilen, Meacham, Miller, Molony, Morehead, Nabers, 
Mew eneips, Porter, Robbins, Btaaly Benjamin Stan- 
wn dweetser, George W. Thompson, Walsh, Wells, Wil- 


Abercrombie, Charles Allen, Willis Al- 
Babcock, cert, D. J. ee ~ 
Bowne, Breckenridge, Brenton, Brooks, G. 
pe ony — ea Burt, E. C. Cabell, J. Cable, Lewis D. 
H. Bro i. Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chap- 
CoP asta, Churchwell, Cleveland, Cobb, Conger, 
many ~paniel, George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dean, 
Carty i Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Evans, 
ae Faulkner, Ficklin, Florence, Freeman, Henry M. 
Eve Gamble, Goodrich, Gorman, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, 
Puller, Hoven, Hiebard, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holla- 
Bae Horsford, John W. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Thomas 
OF Towe Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James 
+ son John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
— eG. King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, 
a" Edward C. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, 
Man?» xle, MeDonald, MeLanahan, McNair, Meade, Mill- 
vn, Miner, Henry D. Moore, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, 
Sneath Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, 
emdee, Penniman, Polk, Price, Rantoul, Riddle, Robie, 
Robinson, Ross, Russell, Sackett, Savage, Schermerhorn, 
gehooleraft, Schoonmaker, Scudder, Scurry, David L. 
semour, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Smith, 
ie Frederick P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, A. H. Ste- 
ae. Stratton, Strother, Stuart, Sutherland, Benjamin 
‘some on, Thurston, Toombs, Townshend, Tuck, Vena- 
bie, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Addison White, 
Wildrick, Williams, and Woodward—139. 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TILL SATURDAY. 

Mr, RICHARDSON, It is impossible to pro- 
sed with the business of this House to any ad- 
antage until the committees are appointed by the 
Presiding Officer. I intend, therefore, to move 
that the House do now adjourn until to-morrow, 
d then we can adjourn over until Monday, so 
s to give the Speaker an ane to appoint 
he standing committees of the House. I move 
at the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Will the gen- 
eman from Illinois withdraw that motion for a 
ew moments, to allow me to offer a resolution for 

e consideration of the House? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am appealed to by 

veral gentlemen to withdraw my motion, so as 

)allow them to present resolutions; and in order 
give them an opportunity of so doing, I will 

hange my motion, and now move that when the 

ouse adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 

Saturday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SEATS FOR THE OFFICIAL REPORTERS. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That a committed of three be appointed by the 













hair, to ascertain whether it be practicable to provide two | 


or three seats within the bar of the House for the Reporters 
of the Congressional Globe, without incommoding the 
House, and that the committee report upon the subject. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


NEWSPAPERS FOR MEMBERS. 
Mr. HEBARD offered the following resolu- 


On: 


Resowed, That the Clerk furnish to each member and 
elegate of this House, such newspapers as they may 
signate, the cost fot exceeding $30 in the whole, to cach 


ember, 

Mr.STANTON, of Kentucky, moved toamend 
he resolution iY striking out the words ‘thirty 
ollars,”"and substituting therefor ‘fifty dollars.” 

Mr, TUCK moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
man question ordered; which main question was 
mn the adoption of Mr. Sranron’s amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, moved to lay the 

solution and amendment upon the table. 

he motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CARTTER called fof the yeas and nays 
n the a of the amendrhent; but they were 

‘ ordered. 

Mr. FICKLIN demanded tellers on ordering 
r ig and nays; but tellers were not ordered. 

“r. HALL moved to lay the resolution and 
nmendment upon the table. 

The SPEAKER stated that that motion, having 
pa voted down by the House, was not now 
The question was then taken on Mr. Sranton’s 
vendment, and it was decided in the affirmative 

‘yes 94, noes 64. 

the amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr HAMILTON moved to lay the resolution || under the rule, andreferred to the appropriate committees : 


as amended upon the table, and called for the yeas |) 
and nays on 


at motion. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered; and the | 


question being taken, it was decided in the nega- 


tive. 
So the House refused to lay the resolution, as | 


amended, upon the table. {| 


The question recurred upon the adoption of the 
resolution as amended. ‘ 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, called fog the yeas | 


and nays; and they were ordered. | 


The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 87, nays 109; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Andrews, John Apple- 
ton, William Appleton, Bartlett, Breckenridge, Briggs, 
George H. Brown, Burrows, Burt, Cabell, Thompson 
Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Chastain, Clingman, Con- 
ger, Cottman, George T. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Duncan, | 
Edgerton, Ewing, Florence, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas j. D. Fuller, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Good- 
rich, Hammond, Haws, Hebard, Horsford, John W. Howe, | 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel T. Jones, George @. King, | 
Preston King, Lockhart, Mace, Mann, Edward C. Marshall, 
Martin, McCorkle, McDonald, McNair, Miner, Henry D. 
Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Murray, Newton, Outlaw, 
Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Penniman, Perkins, 
Porter, Price, Riddle, Robie, Ross, Russell, Sackett, Sav- 
age, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scurry, 
David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Snow, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Sutherland, 
Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Walsh, 
Ward, and Washburn—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allison, Ashe, 
Averett, Babeock, Barrere, Thomas H. Bayly, Bell, Bibig- 
haus, Bocock, Bowie, Bragg, Brenton, Brooks,Buell, Bus- 
by, Cable, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, 
Churchwell, Clark, Cleveland, Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, 
John G. Davis, Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Dunham, | 
Durkee, Eastman, Edmundson, Evans, Faulkner, Ficktin, 
Floyd, Fowler, Gaylord, Green, Grey, Grow, Hall, Hamil- 
ton, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, 
Hascall, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holla- 
day, Houston, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Ives, | 
Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, John Johnson, 
yeorge W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kuhns, Kurtz, Letcher, | 
Humhrey Marshall, McLanahan, McMullin, Meacham, 
Milison, Molony, Murphy, Nabers, Orr, Peaslee, Penn, 
Phelps, Rantoul, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Skelton, | 
Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, | 
Stone, Stratton, Strother, Stuart, Sweetser, George W. 
Thompson, Tsombs, Townshend, Venable, Walbridge, | 
Watkins, Welch, Wells, Addison White, Wilcox, Wild- 
rick, Williams, and Weodward—109. ! 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. CARTTER, the House then | 
adjourned. 





| 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 

By Mr. HENN: A bill creating three new land districts 
in the State of Iowa. 

Also, a bill providing for the correction of errors in the 
location of military bounty land warrants and the entry of 
lands. " 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee: A bill to encourage 
agriculture and manufactures, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. CLARK: A bill providing for a grant of public 
lands to the State of Iowa, to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from Du Buque to Keokusk, and from Davenport 
to Council Bluffs, in said State. 

By Mr. LETCHER: A bill to change the times of hold- | 
ing the courts forthe western district of Virginia, and to | 
increase the salary of the judge thereof. | 

By Mr. CABELL of Florida: A bill granting the right of | 
way and making a grant of land to the States of Florida 
and Alabama, in aid of the construction of a railroad from 
the waters of the Pensacola Bay, in Florida, to Montgom- 
ery, in the State of Alabama, and for other purposes. 

Also, a bill making a similar grant to the State of Flori- 
da, in aid of the construction of the ** Florida, Atlantic, and 
Gulf Central Railroad.””—« 

By Mr. MACE: A bill granting a portion of the public 
lands to actual settlers, 

By Mr. DOTY: A bill to select the balance of the lands 
to which the State of Wisconsin is entitled under the act 
making a gi of land to aid in the improvement of the 
navigation of Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and the construc- 
tion of Portage canal. 

Also, a bill making a grant of land to aid in the construc- 


Lake Superior, to Chicago. . 

Also, a bill making a grant of land to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from the most eligible point on Lake | 
Michigan, to the Falls of St. Anthony, in Minnesota Terri- 


right of way through, and making agrant uf public lands to, 
the State of Arkansas, in aid of the construction of a rail- | 


| 

} 

tory. 
y Mr. JOHNSON of Arkansas: A, bill granting the | 

| 


road from St. Louis, in Missouri, via Little Rock, to Ful- 
ton, on the Red river, and from some point on the Missis- 
sippi river, in Tennessee, via Little Rock, to Fort Smith. 
By Mr. GORMAN: A bill to supply a deficiency in the | 
t of lands to the State of Indiana for the benefit of a | 
tate University, under the ordinance of 1787. | 
By Mr. GIDDINGS: A bill entitled an Act to repeal the | 
ninth and tenth sections of the “ Act to prohibit the im- | 
portation of slaves into any port or place within the juris- | 
diction of the United States from and after the let day of | 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eight.’? “- 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions and memorials ‘were presented || of the land office at Defiance, in the State of Ohio, 


I Mr. BADGER. 


tion of a railroad from the Copper Mines, on the shore of || 





By Mr. HENN: The petition of Thomas McKnight, 

eorge H. McHenry, Warner Lewis, and Mordecai Mobley, 
registers and receivers of the land office at Dubuque, 
asking additional compensation for locating military bounty 
land warrants. 

Also, the memorial of a convention of 294 delegates from 
the States of Wisconsin, Lowa, Illinois, and Missourt, and 
the Territory of Minnesota, assembled at Barlington, in the 
State of lowa, on the 23d and 24th days of October, 1851, 


| asking the removal of the obstructions in the Mississippi 
| river, at the Des Moines and Rock river Rapids. 


Also, the petition of H. D. Downey and Eastin Morris, 
register and receiver, and Jesse Bowen, late register of the 
land office at Iowa City, asking additional compensation 
for the location of military bounty land warrants. 

Also, the petition of R. W. Steele and 29 others, citizens 
of Warren county, vy: asking for the establishment of a 
mail route, &c., fro: Kaloosa, via Knoxville and Indian- 
ola, to Winterset. 

By Mr. CLARK: The petition of Thomas McKnight, 
M. Mobley, Warner Lewis, and George McHenry, asking 
additional compensation as land officers. 

By Mr. CABELL of Florida: The memorial of the 
Board of Internal Improvements of the State of Florida for 
the right of way and grant of public land in said State, in 
aid of the construction of the Florida, Adantic, and Guif 


| Central Railroad. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 4, 1851. 

Prayer by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 

Mr. Dove.as of Illinois, and Mr. Bapeer of 
North Carolina, appeared in their seats this morn- 
ing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a _— of the Secretary of the Interior, made 
agreeably to law, communicating lists of the 
names of the invalids, widows, and orphans now 





} on the Navy pension rolls of the United States; 


which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a letter from the Treasurer of the United 
States, communicating copies of his accounts for 
the third and fourth quarters of the year 1850, and 
the first and second quarters of 1851, as adjusted 
by the accounting officers of the Treasury; which 
was read, and ordered to be printed. . 

| Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
communicating, agreeably to law, a report of the 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey, showing the 

| progress of that work during the year ending No- 
vember, 1851; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, 

Also, a letter from John P. Gaines, Governor 


_ of Oregon Territory, communicating, agreeably 


to law, information respecting the application of 
moneys appropriated for public uses in that Terri- 
tory; which was read. 

RECESS. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire this morning to seize 
the first vacant moment in the business of the 
Senate, to attend to a highly-important matter, 

| fearing that it might be overlooked if not now at- 
tended to. I hope that my friend from Wiscon- 
sin {Mr. Waker] will give me his attention, and 
| that on this occasion I shall be happy enough to 
obtain his cineurrence. If I do obtain it, | have 
no doubt of the unanimous consent of the Senate. 
I move that when the Senate adjourns to-day, it 


' adjourn to meet on Monday next. 


| Mr. WALKER. The honorable Senator who 
, has just taken his seat has had such a very ar- 


|| duous and laborious duty to discharge during that 


| pertion of the session which has already elapsed, 
that I shall give him my concurrence in his mo- 
| tion to adjourn until Monday. 


Iam much obliged to the Sen- 
ator. 


The motion was agreed to. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. CASS-presented a petition of citizens of 
| Philadelphia, and also, surviving officers and sol- 


diers, and widows and children of those deceased 
' 


who served in the war of 1812, for a modification 


|| of the bounty land act of September 20, 1850, se 
| as to give to each of the persons intended to be 


benefited not“less than one hundred and sixty 
acres of land. 


Also, of John A. Ragan, of Louisiana, for aid 


to enable him to execute « plan which he has dis- 
covered to prevent the overflow of the Mississippi 
t river, and todrain and reclaim the inundated lands 
| of the valleys of the Mississippi and its tributa- 
| ries. 
| Mr. CHASE presented the petition of the pres 
| ent register and receiver, and the late incumbents 
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lution. It must go to the Committee of the Whole 
under the rule of the House in reference to bills 
appropranine money. 

Mr. MEADE, 
an amendment to the resolution, 
done, and then it may be committed. 





That can be 


ye . 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Harris,} which | am sure 
he is willing to do, so as to make all warrants 
assignable, 


| 
| 


| 


| which he has heretofore given. 
his is a mere motion to make || be no difficult 7] 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. My object is to 

I wish only || make these warrants assignable, and I am not par- 
that my amendment be accepted by the gentleman | 








| it, then modify and introduce it under the notice | 


about it at all. 


ticular as to the form or mode in which it may be 
done. If it is competent for me to do so, 1 will 
withdraw the resolution that I have offered, 
change its form so as to retain the first section, 


Mr. STEPHENS. The rule of the House is, || and move it again in the House. I would then 


that there shall be no discussion of a bill making 
appropriations until it shall have been referred to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MEADE. 


{ ask the gentleman from Ten- | 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


! 


nessee to accept my amendment as a part of his | 


resolution, 


The SPEAKER. 


rule it must go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If I understand 
the resolution, it does not make an appropriation 
at all, and consequently the rule does not apply. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Let the Clerk read it. 

‘The resolution was then read. 

Mr. COBB. I think we can obviate the diffi- 


| 


I understand the resolution | 
contains an appropriation of money. Under the || 


culty in relation to this resolution by striking out | 


all except the first and fifth sections. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. To avoid the 
difficulty, [ propose to strike out all except the 


first section: that simply construes the law so as | 
to make the warrants assignable; and I have no || has nowt 


objection to receive the amendment of the gentle- || 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] the object of || Frousetha 
which is to x a differént class of warrants as- || . 

ich i make a differ f warrants as || ber from ] 


signable. Upon the resolution thus modified, I 
demand the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
question of order. I understand the gentleman 
from Tennessee proposes now to modify this joint 
resolution. 
derstanding, is now the property of the House, 
and it is not competent for him, on his own mere 


The resolution, according to my un- | 


motion, to modify or change it, any more than it | 


would be forme to do so. The resolution has 
been offered and received by the House; passed 
from his hands; read, I believe, & first and second 
time, and is now upon its engrossment, or pro- 
posed to be engrossed, or proposed to be passed. 
You must come to the conclusion, that I have just 
as much power over this resolution as the gentle- 


man from Tennessee, [Mr. Harris,] and that it | 
|| "be 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is right; but || here has th 


is not competent for him to strike out, or add any- 
thing to it. 


the Chair had supposed that there was a general 
acquiescence. 

Mr. JONES. 
the Chair and the House to the 45th ruje. After 
a motion is stated by the Speaker and read by the 
Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in possession of 
the House, but may be withdrawn at any time 
before a decision or amendment. 
conceive my colleague has a right te withdraw his 
proposition. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] will see that the rule referred 
to contemplates that the mover of a proposition 
shall have control over it until the House passes 


upon it at some of its various stages. The reso- | 


lution has been read the first and second time, 
and is now as much in the power of myself to 
modify it as the mover; but it is not in the power 
of either. Itis as much my property as that of 
the mover of the resolution; and as such, there 
beivg a section in the bill that is material, as I 
conceive, tomy constituents, I object to the modi- 
fication unless it is done in due form. K proposes 
to strike out asection which I wish to retain. 

Mr. JONES called for the reading of the 45th 
rule; and it was read, as follows: 

« After a motion is stated by the Speakor, or read by the 
Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in possession of the House, 
but may be withdrawn at any time before a decision or 
amendment.’”’ 

Mr. JONES. When this proposition of my 
colleague [Mr. Harris] was stated by the 
Speaker, and read by the Clerk, it was in the 
possession of the House. ‘ There has been no de- 
cision upon this proposition—there have been no 
amendments made to it by the House; therefore it 
has not passed from under the control of my col- 
league, the mover of it; and I hold that he now 


I wish to call the attention of | 


absent. 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 













t j || execution of 
Now, sir, I | 


+ modify it accordingly. 

Mr. JONES. With the permission of my col- 
league, I will say he cannot propose to amend it if 
itis a question of appropriation. Under the rules, 
it must be first considered in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. My colleague 


I think there can | 


|| that it has been usual to authorize the § 


|| with a view to determine the propriety of tht 
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| has a right to withdraw it. He could withdraw '| the gentleman from Tennessee 


| Fees connected with the organization of 


| standing committees of the House. 


has a right to withdraw it and present it in a || 


modified form. 

Mr.OLDS. I ask for the execytion of the order 
in respect to the drawing of seats. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to withdraw the reso- 
lution I have offered. 

Mr. BURT. _l obiect to anv further dohota a+ 
this time. 

The SE 

| late for th 

and subm 


The SP 
in relatior 
until half 


Mr. FI 


|| State of V 
|| Under the 

propositio 
|| mitted to ¢ 
Mr. BO 

Mr. FL 
of his coll 
|| be permitt: 
Mr. BO 
Lh 
include eve 

Mr. FL( 
peculiar ca 
Mr. Gitmo 

Mr. BOt 
| tlemen sim 
The CH 
proceede 


Mr. JON 


|} members W 
them until 
made, it W 

|- know the se 

| vacant. 


The SPE 


his seat, he 
| name upon 
| number of s 
desires that \ 


: - | 
his duty to ovserve the rule, in regard to draw- 


ing of seats; otherwise we shall have inexplicable 
| confusion. 
The order directing the process was then read. 
| It provided as follows: 
*‘ That the Clerk of the House place in a box the name of 
| each member and delegate of the House of Representatives 
| on a separate piece of paper; that he then proceed in pres- 
ence of the House to draw from said box, one at a time, the 
| said pieces of paper; and as each is drawn, he shail an- 
| mounce the name of the member or delegate upon it, who 
| shall then choose his seat for the present session, provided 
| that before said drawing shall commence, the Speaker shall 
| cause every seat to be vacated, and shall see that. every 
| seat continues vacant until it is selected under this order. 

And inasmuch as Mr. Darsy, of Missouri, is confined at 
| his lodgings in this city by reason of sickness, one of his 
| colleagues is authorized to select a seat for him when his 
| name is drawn.” 
The House then proceeded in the execution of 
| the order. The members left their seats, and re- 
_— to the area in front of the Speaker’s table. 
| The names of the members, which had been 
| placed in the box, were drawn out, consecutively, 
y one of the pages, until the process was thus 
| completed and seats chosen by all the members 

present. 


| 
| ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 
The SPEAKER stated that the resolution of 


| 


| 


} 
i 
| 


| allow me to offer a resolution in reference to the 





| tien the usual resolution, which is in these words. 





—— 


Mr. Ha a 
now in order. BRIS] wag 


APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTRy, 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a privilens 


ouse—if the House deem it necessary, | 
by resolution, to oven the standing a 
tees of the House. have examined the rj 


course, and while I have some doubts myself 
to the necessity of it, I 
variable custom of the 


ropose to follow the . 


ouse, and offer for ado. 


Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to appoint th, 





"Ho 
pnsor 


Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I ask the gentlem 
from Illinois, before that resolution is acted on, ig 
printing of the President’s Message. * 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I will state to the 
tleman from New Mexico, that that resolution 
probably lead to a discussion. 'The lanaaie™ 


IGH 









BOL 


)~s ew wevpuum ol ule TOMOWINg res 


amended: 


Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished to the 
members of this House, during the present session, such 
papers as they may direct, the expense thereof not to ex- 
ceed the price of three daily papers to each member, from 
the commencement of the session. 

On this question the yeas and nays had been 
ordered. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution of Mr.’ Ropsins as amended. 

Mr. TUCK. Would a motion to amend that 
resolution by substituting *¢50” for “$30” be now 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. No amendment would now 
be in order, as the resolution is under the opera- 
tion of the a question. 

Mr. TUCK. Then I hope the resolution will 
not be adopted. : 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution as amended, and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 63, nays 139; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, W. Appleton, Averett, 
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ned to the 
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not to ex- 
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that the 
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he state 
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nd that 
* be now 


uld now 
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tion will 
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cided in 
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Averett, 





851. 


Bibighaus, Bowie, J. H. Boyd 
re Caldwell, Chandier, Clark, C 
Dawson, Disney, Dockery Duncan, Eastman, Edger- 
atch, Floyds, Fowler, T. J. D. Fuller, Somett, Gentry, 
-aenow, Hall, Hammond, H r, Isham G. Harris, 8. 
*jarris, Hart, Hascall, Henn, Houston, Hunter, Jack- 
s Robert W. Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, 
Meacham, Miller, Molony, Morehead, Nabers, 
Phelps, Porter, Robbins, Stanly Benjamin Stan- 
‘ weetser, George W. Thompson, Walsh, Wells, Wil- 
1 ‘and Yates—63. : _ 
’ yy S—Messrs. Abercrombie, Charles Allen, Willis Al- 
ohn Appleton, Babcock, Bartlett, D. J. Bailey, Ben- 
«. Bocock, Bowne Breckenridge, Brenton, Brooks, G. 
frown, Burrows, Burt, E. C. Cabell, J. Cable, Lewis D. 
ampbell Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chap- 
mPicpastain, Churchwell, Cleveland, Cobb, Conger, 
iis, Daniel, George T- Davis, John G. Davis, Dean, 
-omck, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Evans, 
wing Faulkner, Ficklin, Florence, Freeman, Henry M. 
Hier, Gamble, Goodrich, Gorman, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, 
vs, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holla- 
Horsford, John w. Howe, Thomas Y. How, ‘Themas 
owe, Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James 
‘ynson, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
G. King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Leteher, Lockhart, Mace, 
Edward C. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, 
McDonald, McLanahan, McNair, Meade, Mill- 
Miner, Henry D. Moore, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, 
on, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, 
‘ue Penniman, Polk, Price, Rantoul, Riddle, Robie, 





Bragg, Briggs, 
lingman, Cott- 































Mullen, 
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Mr HAMILTON moved to lay the resolution || under the rule, andreferred to the appropriate committees : 
n the table, and called for the yeas || 


as amended u 


and nays on that motion. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered; and the | 


question being taken, it was decided in the nega- 
tive. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution, as 
amended, upon the table. 

The question recurred upon the adoption of the 
resolution as amended. : 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, called fog the yeas 
and nays; and they were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 87, nays 109; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Andrews, John Apple- 
ton, William Appleton, Bartlett, Breckenridge, Briggs, 
George H. Brown, Burrows, Burt, Cabell, Thompson 
Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Chastain, Clingman, Con- 


errs Jottman, George T. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Duncan, | 


dgerton, Ewing, Florence, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Good- 


rich, Hammond, Haws, Hebard, Horsford, John W. Howe, | 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel T. Jones, George @. King, | 


Preston King, Lockhart, Mace, Mann, Edward C. Marshall, 
Martin, McCorkle, McDonald, McNair, Miner, Henry D. 
Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Murray, Newton, Outlaw, 
Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Penniman, Perkins, 


DA, Ross..Russell, Sackett, Savage. Schermerhorn._|| Porter, Price. Riddle. Rabie. Rass. Russell Saskejt, Sav- 


i —— =—s = — 


STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
resolution by striking out the words ‘thirty 
blars,”*and substituting therefor ‘fifty dollars.” 
Mr. TUCK moved the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
aun question ordered; which main question was 
i the adoption of Mr. Sranwron’s amendment. 
Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, moved to lay the 
olution and amendment upon the table. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. CARTTER called fot the yeas and nays 
I the oe sg of the amendihent; but they were 
bt ordered. : 
Mr. FICKLIN demanded tellers on ordering 
yeas and nays; but tellers were not ordered. 
“t. HALL moved to lay the resolution and 
endment upon the table. 
The SPEAKER stated that that motion, having 
win voted down by the House, was not now 
The question was then taken on Mr. Srantow’s 
eadment, and it was decided in the affirmative 
“yes 94, noes 64. 
the amendment was agreed to. 


TLY 
UND 


Scurry, 

Snow, 
terland, 
Waish, 


Ashe, 
, Bibig- 
ll, Bus- 
Caskie, 
Daniel, 
unham, 
Ficklin, 





Hamil. || on the Navy pension rolls of the United States; 
i, Hart, || which was read, and ordered to be printed. 
» Holla- Also, a letter from the Treasurer of the United 
leaeoa’ States, communik ating copies of his accounts for 
veteher, || the third and fourth quarters of the year 1850, and 
acham, || the first and second quarters of 1851, as adjusted 
_raome by the accounting officers of the Treasury ; which 
ephens, || W&S read, and ordered to be printed. . 
rze W. Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
\bridge, || communicating, agreeably to law, a report of the 
Wild- | Superintendent of the Coast Survey, showing the 
progress of that work during the year ending No- 
bien vember, 1851; which was laid on the table, and 
| ordered to be printed. 
| Also, a letter from John P. Gaines, Governor 
of Oregon Territory, communicating, agreeably 
listricts || to law, information respecting the application of 
moneys appropriated for public uses in that Terri- 
in the || tory; which was read. 
mtry of || : 
RECESS. 
nen 
lad Mr. BADGER. I desire this morning to seize 
public || the first vacant moment in the business of the 
ja ot - Senate, to attend to a highly-important matter, 
‘enor || fearing that it might be overlooked if not now at- 
f hold- || tended to. I hope that my friend from Wiscon- 
and to || sinf{Mr. Waker] will give me his attention, and 
fight of | that on this oceasion I shall be happy enough to 
Florida |, ODtain his coneurrence. If I do obtain it, | have 
i from || no doubt of the unanimous consent of the Senate. 
utgom- | [ move that when the Senate adjourns to-day, it 
Fiori. {I adjourn to meet on Monday next. , 
ie, and Mr. WALKER. The honorable Senator who 


pmerenstnrgyeannnonangy wr pp ararenemer paren Ee 


lands to actual settlers. 


By Mr. DOTY: A bill to select the balance of the lands || 
isconsin is entitled under the act 
of land to aid in the improvement of the 
navigation of Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and the construc- 


to which the State of 
making a g' 


tion of Portage canal. 


Also, a bill making a grant of land to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad. from the Copper Mines, on the shore of Hi 


Lake Superior, to Chicago. - 


Also, a bill making a grant of land to aid in the construc- 
a railroad from the most eligible point on Lake 
Michigan, to the Falls of St. Anthony, in Minnesota Terri- 


tory. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Arkansas: A, bill granting the 
right of way through, and making agrant vf public lands to, 
the State of Arkansas, in aid of the construction of a rail- 
road from St. Louis, in Missouri, via Little Rock, to Ful- 
ton, on the Red river, and from some point on the Missis- 


tion of 


sipp river, in Tennessee, via Little Rock, to Fort Smith. 
y 


Mr. GORMAN: A bill to supply a deficiency in the 
Gest of lands to the State of Indiana for the benefitof a 
tat 


e University, under the ordinante of 1787. 
By Mr. GIDDI 


January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
dred and eight.’’ . 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions and memorials ‘were presented || of the land office at Defiance, in the State of Ohio, 


NGS: A bill entitled an Act to repeal the 
ninth and tenth sections of the “‘ Act to prohibit the im- 
portation of slaves into any port or place within the juris- 
diction of the United States from and_-after the lst day of 
hun- 
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By Mr. HENN: The petition of Thomas McKnight, 

George H. McHenry, Warner Lewis, and Mordecai Mobley, 
registers and receivers of the land offiee at Dubuque, 
asking additional compensation for locating military bounty 
|| land warrants. 
Also, the memorial of a convention of 294 delegates from 
}| the States of Wisconsin, Iowa, IHinois, and Missourt, and 
|, the Territory of Minnesota, assembled at Barlington, in the 
State of lowa, on the 23d and Aith days of October, 1851, 
|}, asking the removal of the obstructions in the Mississippi 
| river, at the Des Moines and Rock river Rapids. 

Also, the petition of H. D. Downey and Eastin Morris, 
register and receiver, and Jesse Bowen, late register of the 
land office at Iowa City,asking additional compensation 
|| for the location of military bounty land warrants. 

Also, the petition of R. W. Steele and 29 others, citizens 
ot Warren county, Jowa, asking for the establishment of a 

mail route, &c., from @8kaloosa, via Knoxville and Indian- 
ola, to Winterset. 

By Mr. CLARK: The petition of Thomas McKnight, 
M. Mobley, Warner Lewis, and George McHenry, asking 

, additional compersation as land officers. 

By Mr. CABELL of Florida: The memorial of the 
Board of Internal Improvements of the State of Florida for 
the right of way and grant of public land in said State, in 
aid of the construction of the Florida, Adantic, and Gulf 
Central Railroad. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 4, 1851. 
Prayer by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 
Mr. Doveu.as of Illinois, and Mr. Bapcer of 
| North Carolina, appeared in their seats this morn- 
ing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a er of the Secretary of the Interior, made 
agreeably to law, communicating lists of the 
names of the invalids, widows, and orphans now 
















































has just taken his seat has had such a very ar- 
duous and laborious duty to discharge during that 
pertion of the session which has already elapsed, 
that I shall give him my concurrence in his mo- 
tion to adjourn until Monday. 


Mr. BADGER. Iam much obliged to the Sen- 
} ator. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 
i PETITIONS. 


|| Mr. CASS-presented a petition of citizens of 
|| Philadelphia, and also, surviving officers and sol- 
| diers, and widows and children of those deceased 
| who served in the war of 1812, for a modification 
| of she bounty land act of September 20, 1850, so 
| as to give to each of the persons intended to be 
| benefited not “less than one hundred and sixty 
|| acres of land. 
| Also, of John A. Ragan, of Louisiana, for aid 
|| to enable him to execute a plan which he has dis- 
|| covered to prevent the overflow of the Mississippi 
|} river, and todrain and reclaim the inundated lands 
of the valleys of the Mississippi and its tributa- 
| ries. 
|| Mr. CHASE presented the petition of the prem 
| ent register and receiver, and the late incumbents 
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for additional compensation for locating military } promise measures, so called. I now introduce 


bounty land warrants. 


vices and sufferings of his father in the revolu- 
tionary war. Laid on the table. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. CLEMENS gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill granting to the 
State of Alabama the right of way and a do- 
nation of public lands for making a railroad from 
Selma to the Tennessee river; 


A bill granting a right of way and a donation || 
of public lands for making a rag/r@ad from Chat- | 


tanooga to Memphis; 


A joint resolution conferring on Major General | 


W infield Scott the brevet rank of Lieutenant Gen- | 
eral; and 


of way and a donation of en lands for making | 
a railroad from Girard to Mobile Bay. 

Mr. GWIN gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce’a bill to authorize the President 


| the resolution. 
Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of B. | 
Foster Pratt, praying compensation for the ser- | 





| Q1.] 


j 
| 


| 20th day of this month. 
| ious to carry such a resolution as this home with 


: | tion at this time. 
A bill granting to the State of Alabama the right || 


I wish it to be read. 
[The resolution was read as published on page 


Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I hope the Sen- 
ate will bear with me while lLmakea single remark, 
which is this: I expect to leave this place on the 
I am exceedingly anx- 


me, for various reasons which I need not state. It 


| is the only favor which I shall ask of the Senate 
| during the 


oo session, and I trust that no op- 
position will be made to my motion to take it up 
now for consideration, with the view of making it 
the special order of the day for Monday next, at 


|| one o’clock. 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Mis- || 


sissippi asks for the consideration of the resolu- 


It requires unanimous consent. 
Mr. CHASE. Then I object to it, because I 
think this resolution should not take precedence 


| of the important business which has been already 


of the United States to equip and dispatch suit- || 


able vessels, with competent officers, to explore | 
Ocean embraced in the route and course to and | 
from China and Japan, the Philipine Islands, &., 
with the view to facilitate commercial intercourse. 

Mr. FISH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to establish a Mint of the | 
United States in the city of New York. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GWIN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills; which were severally read a first time and 
ordered to a second reading: 

A’ bill to authorize and direct the payment of 
certain moneys into the treasury of the State of | 
California which were collected in the ports of | 
said State af a revenue upon imports since the ratifi- | 
cation of the treaty of peace between the United | 
States and the Republic of Mexico, and prior to 
the admission of said State into the Union; 

A bill to establish a branch of the Mint of the 
United States in the State of California; 

A bill to provide for the survey of the public 
lands in California, the granting of donation priv- 
ileges thereon, and for other purposes; and 

A bill to create a Board of Commissioners for | 
the examination and payment of claims against the 





United States growing out of the conquest of Cal- || 


ifornia. 

Mr. GEYER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 
ing the right of way and a portion of the public | 
lands to the State of Missouri, for the purpose of 
aiding in the construction of a railroad from the | 
city of St. Louis to the western limits of said 
State; which was read a first time and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. MORTON, in pursuance of previous no- | 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 

ranting the right of way and making a grant of 
ands to the States of Florida and Alabama, to 
nid in the construction of a railroad from the waters 
of Pensacola Bay, in the State of Florida, to 
Montgomery, in the State of Alabama, and for | 
other purposes; which was read a first time, and 
ondatel to a second reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a jqjnt 
resolution explanatory of the act approved Sep- 
tember 28, 1850, entitled “‘ An act granting bounty 
lands to certain officers and soldiers who have 
been engaged in the military service of the United 
States;’’ which was read a first time and ordered 
to a second reading. 


THE IRISH PATRIOTS, 


Mr. FOOTE, of ere in pursuance of 
previous notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a joint resolution expressive of the mee 
of Congress for the exiled Irish patriots, Smi 
O’Brien, Thos. F. Meagher, and their associates; | 
which was read a first time and ordered to a 
second reading. 


COMPROMISE MEASURES, 


Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I gave notice the 
other day, although it was not necessary according 
to our rules, of a resolution in relation to thecom- 














| the 





( | ter, and I hope it will be continued. 
and examine that portion of the North Pacific || 


brought to the notice of the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I feel very much 
flattered that the opposition comes from that quar- 
We mean to 
put it down. 

Mr. CHASE. 


It will undoubtedly be con- 
tinued. 


INTEROCEANIC SHIP CANAL. 


Mr. GWIN submitted the following, which lies || 
‘| over under the rule; 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a dispatch addressed 


| by Mr. Niles, late American Chargé d’Affaires to Sardinia, 


to the Hon. John M. Clayton, Secretary of State,on the 


|| subject of a ship channel to unite the waters of the Atlantic 


and Pacific oceans, having date 30th June, 1849, if in his 
opinion such communication can be made without injury 
to the public interest. 

COAST SURVEY. 

Mr. PEARCE, It has been usual, I believe, 
to order an extra number of copies of the report 
of the Supérintendent of the Coast Survey to be 
printed for the use of the Senate. I submit an or- 
der on that subject, which will, I suppose, go to 
the Committee on Printing: 

Ordered, That five thousand five hundred additional 
copies of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
the accompanying report of the Superintendent of the Coast 


Survey, be printed for the use of the Senate, and that five || 


hundred copies of this number be supplied to the Superin- 


|} tendent of the Coast Survey. 


The PRESIDENT. The proposition will go 
to the Committee on Printing. 


FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 
Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; 


| which lies over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed 
to inform the Senate if the Navy Department has been in- 
formed of any violations of the law of the United States 
abolishing flogging in the naval service, by any officers of 
the Navy; and if so, what measures, if any, has the Secre- 
tary taken to vindicate the law. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN OHIO. 


Mr. CHASE. I move that the bill which I in- 
troduced the other day, to grant to the State of 
Ohio the unsold and unappropriated public lands 
remaining in said State, be now taken up for con- 
sideration, so that it may be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I do not know that I shall 
have any objection to the gentleman’s bill; but I 
can see no reason why it should now bé printed. 
It will be referred, of course, to the Committee on 
Public Lands when the committee shall have been 
organized. When bills are reported by commit- 
tees, I believe, under our rules, they are printed 
for the use of the Senate, without any motion for 
that purpose. If this bill be now printed before 
its reference, when it shall have been reported it 
will be reprinted, and then we shall have the same 
bill printed twice, ata double cost. I hope that 
enator will withdraw his motion, for I can 
see no good object to be advanced by it. 

Mr, CHASE. I hope the honorable Senator 
from Missouri will withiraw the opposition which 


| he makes to the motion, when he understands the 


precise state of the facts, This bill was reported 
at the last session of Congress by the Committee 
on Public Lands. There now remains in the 
State of Ohio only something less than three hun- 
dred thousand acres of land, and that chiefly 
worthless, which it is proposed by this bill to cede 
to the State. It was drawn up at the Land Office, 
and has all the guards which that bureau thought 


| ate, that what I said was more a matter 


| sition. 


| the bill was agre 





| thing stands. 
| really entitled to commendation for his liberal dis- 





fit to imposeupon it. Under these circumstan, 

having come from a committee of this body haw! 
ing had the sanction of one of the Deparimen 3 
[ hope that it will be permitted to be printeq is 
several bills have already been. I trust tha ‘he 
printing of it will not in become necessary, by 
that printing it now will, in point of fact, facilitats 
its consideration. ' 


Mr. ATCHISON. I would state to the Sen. 


of Sug. 
PPOSition 
to under 
‘ € Motion, 
i, Can a Single 


gestion to the Senator from Ohio than o 
on my part to the measure, as he seems 
stand it. I withdraw all opposition to th 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississi 
member successfully oppose this proposition ? 

The PRESIDENT. No, sire The 2, 
tion is simply a motion to take up the bill for oo, 
sideration. 

Mr. FOOTE. The question, then, is: whethe 
there is any opposition. I think the Senator from 
Ohio at this moment desires this as a favor from 
the Senate. As I am not in the habit of ret 
evil for evil, and especially as I do not wis] 


n 


urning 
1 tO re. 


| turn illiberality for illiberality, I shall very gladly 


embrace the opportunity of voting for the propo- 
The motion to ae to the consideration of 
to. 

Mr. CHASE. I am about to submit a motion 
for the printing of the bill. But before I do so, | 
wish to say a word in response to the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi. I think the Senate wi} 


_ bear me witness, that during the whole period of 


my service in this body, I have never been want. 
ing in liberality to my brother Senators. And if 
I have objected to the consideration at this time 
of the resolution of the honorable Senator, it was 
from a deference to the public interests, and pot 
from any personal illiberality towards him. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam sure, from the language of 


| the honorable Senator, that he could not have 


heard my application to the Senate. I stated that 
1 should leave this city, and leave my seat here 


| vacant, on the 20th of this‘month, and I had only 


one favor to ask of the members of this body du- 
ring the present session, and that was, the simple 


| favor of allowing the resolution which I have 


introduced, and which I hope will not cause any 
serious debate, to be made the special order for 
Monday next at one o’clock. I did not suppose 
any member would refuse such a favor. I merely 
explain this, that it may be understood how the 
If the gentleman thinks that he is 


position, I hope he will presently withdraw his 
opposition to that request. 
r. CHASE. I move that the bill be laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 
The motion was agreed to, 


THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I now propose 
to renew the motion which I made some time ago. 
The honorable Senator from Ohio did not, as! 
supposed, hear the statement which I made ex- 

lanatory of the reasons why I wished the reso- 
ution in regard to the compromise measures to be 
taken up; and he has been courteous enough to 
withdraw his objection. I hope no opposition 
will be made in any quarter to have that resolution 
considered at this time. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution; when, a 

On motion of Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, \'8 
further consideration was postponed till Monday, 
at one o’clock, and it was hate the special order 
for that time. ‘ 
RECEPTION AND ENTERTAINMENT OF KOS- 


SUTH. 

Mr. HALE. I call fer the order of the day. 

The PRESIDENT. . The unfinished business 
of yesterday, being the joint resolution to provide 
for the reception and entertainment of Louis Kos 
suth, Governor of Hun , in the United States, 
is now before the Senate for consideration. 

Mr. HALE. Was not twelve anda half o’clock 
to-day assigned for the election of a Chaplain? 

i” PRESIDENT. No such assignment w®* 
made, 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. 1 wish to ask 
leave to withdraw the resolution now before the 
Senate. I will simply state in relation tothe matter, 
that inasmsch as f End opposition to this resolu- 
tion coming from an unexpected quarter, ands 






















































































dec. 4. 
MStanesg 
ody, hav. 
artments, 
rinted, as 
that the 
SSary, but 
» lacilitats 


» the Sen. 
r of Sug. 
>PPOSition 
LO under 
1€ Motion, 
.O single 
ution? — 

1 PFOpORi- 


ill for con- 


> whether 
ator from 
aver from 
returning 
vish to re. 
ery gladly 
the propo- 


eration of 


& motion 

do so, | 
honorable 
Senate will 
period of 
een want. 
. And if 
this time 
‘Or, it was 
S, and not 
im. 
inguage of 
not have 
stated that 
seat here 
| had only 
tbody du- 
the simple 
th I have 
pause any 
order for 
yt Suppose 

I merely 
| how the 
that he is 
iberal dis- 
idraw his 


be laid on 


Ss. 

y propose 
: time ago. 
not, as I 
made ex- 
the reso- 
ures to be 
enough to 


»pposition 
resolution 


proceeded 


issippi, its 
Monday, 
cial order 


2 


OF KOS- 


the day. 
business 
to provide 
ous Kos- 
ed States, 
on. 
lf o’clock 
aplain? 
ment was 


th to ask 
before the 
he matier, 
1is resolu- 
er, and a8 


1851. 
ot willing that the time of the Senate shall 
eee with a long discussion on the subject, 
and especially as the resolution, if not acted upon 
weno of the Senate I would like to withdraw 
it, and leave the Governor of H ; 
ministration and the people, for they will deal with 


“» most liberally. ; : 
ep being granted, the resolution was with- 
drawn. 


arly day ask leave to introduce a joint res- 
oe lcbrins that the Congress of the United 


ve Louis Kossuth a cordial welcome to the 
capital and sa, tbe country. 
he resolution is as foll 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Unite States in Congress assembled, That the 
Congress of the United States, in the name and behalf of 
ople of the United States, give Louis Kossuth a cor- 


ial welcome to the capital and to the country. 


ELECTION OF A CHAPLAIN. I 


Mr. HALE. 
elect a Chaplain. 

Mr. BADGER. Is it in order to move to pro- 
ceed to the election of a Chaplain before the adop- 
tion of a resolution declaring that a Chaplain shall 
be elected ? 

The PRESIDENT. The usual mode has been 
to introduce a resolution for the election of a 
Chaplain, and then to designate the period when 
he shall be elected. In this case a simple motion 
was adopted to elect a Chaplain at one o’clock 
yesterday. That hour was passed over in conse- 
quence of the Senate being engaged in other busi- 
ness, and the Chair could not execute the order. 

Mr. HALE. ‘Then I offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That two Chaplains be appointed to Congress 
during the present session, one by each House, who shall 
interchange weekly. 

Mr. BADGER. 
over? 

The PRESIDENT. It lies over as a matter of 
course, unless the Senate chooses, by a unanimous 
consent, to take it up. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned to Monday 
next, 


I suppose that resolution lies 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, December 6, 1851. 

The House met at twelve o’clock,m. The 
Journal of Wednesday having been read, 

Mr. POLK said he found that his name had 
not been recorded in the final vote on the resolu- 
tion to provide newspapers forthe members. He 
was present on that occasion, and had voted 
against the resolution. He desired that the Jour- 
nal might be so corrected. 

There was no objection, and the Journal was 
ordered to be corrected accordingly. 

The Journal was then approved. 

The following members appeared to-day, were 
— and took their seats, viz: essrs, 

oun H. Boyp, of New York; James M. H. 
Beare, of Virginia; ALExanper Wuire, of Ala- 
bama; Louis Sr. Martin and J. Artiste Lan- 
pry, of Louisiana; Wa. H. Bisset, of Illinois; 
and Vorwey E. Howarp, of Texas. 

Mr. COBB said: I hold in my hand a bill, 
which I will send to the Speaker’s desk, of which 
have given previous notice. And I desire to 
give notice to the House, that when it shall have 
been read 1 will move that it be put upon its pas- 
sage. It is simple in its bearings, and if the 
House will give me its ear for a moment until it 
read, I think there will be no difficulty in its 


passage, 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. Cons] indulge the Chair while he 
aa some communications from the Depart- 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, commu- 
une copies of his accounts for the third and 
ourth quarters of the year 1850, and the first and 
second quarters of 1851, as adjusted by the ac- 
“a officers * pee S reneery. 

80, A rt of the Secretary of the T’ 
communicating, agreeably to law,a report of the 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey, showing the 


pro; f thai i i 
nie ue t work during the year ending No- 


ows: 


I move that we now proceed to | 


Houses immediately, can dono good, with || and be 


to the Ad- 


| 


Mr. SEWARD. I give notice that I will at | one of the communications upon the table—the re- | 
Mr. | rs from the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. | 


in the name and in behalf of the people, || printed, and that ten thousand extra copies be | 
| printed, five thousand of which to be at the dis- 


subject. 





"| matter which ought to be er into. 
no objections to its a 


H 


| 


| 
| 





ee 
_- 


| ever been a 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
communication from the Treasu 
referred to the Committee of 


I move that the t 
Department be || 
ays and Means, || 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of | 
order. There is no such committee to which it || 
can be referred. I move to lay the communication 
upon the table, and that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS. 


I wish to make a motion as to | 


i} 


desire to move that it be laid upon the table and 





posal of the Coast Survey Bureau. It is the || 
usual number of extra copies, and this report is i 
still more valuable than any preceding one on this | 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I am opposed 
to that motion, and shall move, when the com- 
mittees are appointed, that it be referred to the || 
Committee on Printing, to report upon the pro- || 
priefy of printing the extra numbers. That is a 
I have 
ordered to bé printed; 1] 
any extra copies I do || 





but as to the printing o 
object. i 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a question |}; 
of order. I wish to inquire how this subject was || 
brought before the House? i 
The SPEAKER. By the unanimous consent | 
of the House. I 
Mr. EVANS. I believe it has been customary | 
in former years to print extra numbers of this |) 
document. i 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest | 
to the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Evans,] || 
that the rule requires all propdsitions for printing || 
extra numbers to go to the Committee on Printing. || 
Mr. EVANS. The gentleman is mistaken. | 
That is the rule only respecting the President’s 
message and accompanying documents. If the || 
gentleman will examine the rule he will see how || 
it is, and that it does not apply to the printing of || 
this document. l} 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I know it has || 
been usual to print an extra number of copies of || 
this report, but I have never been satisfied that it || 
is proper to do so, and I am less satisfied now || 
than I have heretofore been; and until there has 


i 


been a report of a committee upon the propriety || 


of so doing, I shall oppose the printing of extra 
copies, - It is attended with immense expense, and | 
with but little or no profit. 

Mr. EVANS. I will occupy the attention of the 
House, in regard to this matter, but a few mo- 
ments. There is perhaps no document which 
emanates from the Government in greater demand 
or of higher importance than this. Commercial 


men everywhere—not only here, but over the || 


whole glo end for copies of the Coast Sur- 
vey; and we have had more calls for it, from every | 
part of the world—from North and South America, 
from Europe, Asia, and Africa—than we have 
ble to supply. I will show te the hon- 

orable gentleman [Mr. Sternens} the importance | 
of this document and the reasons why there | 
should be no delay in the printing of it. Asl 
stated a little while ago, there is in this document | 
more than three thousand two hundred geographi- | 
cal posts, for the’ first time, ascertained with en- 
tire accuracy—posts of the highest importance to 
commerce and to the navy; the latitude and longi- 
tude of important points on the coast, and con- 
cerning which it is highly desirable that informa- 
tion shouJd be given at once to commercial men 
everywhere. Now, if this were a new motion, 
on a new subject, it might be important that it 
should be examined by a committee. But it has 
been examined by the Committee on Printing, in 
former Congresses, from time to time and from 
_ to year, and an extra number has always 
en ordered. We have the concurrence of all 
former Printing Committees to which this subject 
has ever been referred, in favor of printing extra 
numbers. I am not in favor of incurring extra 
and unnecessary expense; but this document is 
in great demand, and continual calls are made 
upon the Department and upon members of the 
ouse fog it. It contains much information in 
regard to light-houses and their posts. It contains 





also the leading lines, and sailing lines, and direc- | 


tions for the most important parts of the coast— 





3k 





as I said before, the latitude and longitude of a 
vast number of places highly important to the 
sailing part of the world. 

I ask no deviation from the ordinary course. It 
has always been usual, when that document has 
come here and been laid upon the table, to print 
it, and then to print the usual extra numbers, of 
which the Department has had the control of a 
certain part of them. 

I cannot imagine why the gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr. Steruens] should oppose it. He op- 
poses it because of its extravagance. He cannot 
oppose it because of its impropriety; for, of the 
vast number of printed documents that emanate 
from this House, this is one of the very few use- 
ful ones, and I hope the gentleman will withdraw 
his opposition to printing extra numbers of it. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I do not attach the 
importance to this matter of printing extra copics 
of this document which the gentleman from Mary- 
land (Mr. Evans] seems to attach to it. I repre- 
sent the Chesapeake Bay, in part, and nearly all 
the sea-coast of Virginia. The importanceof this 


| coast-survey cannot well be overrated, but you 


cannot supply the whole demand for it by any 
number of copies that you will print. The great 
importance of it consists m its going into the hands 
of the chartmakers, for from this coast-survey 
they make out their charts, which are kept regu- 
larly for sale in all the cities and towns in the 
United States; and vessel-owners can supply them- 
selves. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
This proposition to print extra numbers of this 
document must, of necessity, be referred to the 
Committee on Printing, in accordance with the 
joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress, 
passed in 1846. I ask that the first clause of the 
3d section of that resolution be read. 

It was accordingly read, as follows: 

‘That all motions to print extra numbers of any bill, 
paper, or document, in either House, shall be referred to 
the Committee on Printing of that House, whe shall 
report on the propriety of printing, and the probable ex- 
pense thereof, as early as convenient.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was about to rise to the 
same point. I have also here a copy of the Jour- 
nal of the Thirty-first Congress, and I beg leave 
to call the attention of the gentleman from Mary- 
land (Mr. Evans]toit. Itsays, ** Mr. Winthrop 


‘moved that four thousand copies of the report 


‘on the coast-survey be printed, which motion 
‘was referred to the Committee on Printing.”’ It 


|| seems, therefore, that in corroboration of this con- 


| struction of the rules of the House, its practice has 
| been to refer such motions to the Committee on 
Printing. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that when 
| this House adjourns, it adjourn till Tuesday next. 

The SPEAKER. That motion cannot be en- 
| tertained while the gentlemen from Virginia [Mr. 
Barr] has possession of the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY. I had nearly concluded my 
remarks. ; 
| Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
The motion before the House is not in order, 
| Mr. EVANS. I call for the reading of the 61st 
rule. 

The rule was then read, as follows: 

“ A proposition requesting information of the President 
| of the United States, or directing it to be furnished by the 
head of either of the Executive Departments, or by the 
Postmaster General, er to print an extra number of any 
document or other matter, excepting the messages of the 
President to both Houses at the commencement of each 
sesgion of Congress, and the reports and documents con- 
nected with or referred to in it, shall lie on the table one 
day for consideration, unless otherwise ordered by the 
unanimous consent of the House; aud ali such propositions 
shall be taken up for consideration in the order in whict 
they were presented, immediately after reports are called 
for from select committees; and when adopted, the Clerk 
shall cause the same to be delivered.” 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will take oceasion 
to remark, that there seems to be some conffict be- 
tween the rule of the House and the joint resolu- 
tion of the two Houses of Congress. The Chair 
is aware that extra numbers of the President’s 
messages and accompan ying documents have been. 
printed at the beginning of each Congress 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (interrupting 
the Chair,) said> If the Chair will allow me, the 
part of the 6st rule to which reference has been 

| made, hag regard solely to the old rule of the 
|| House. which required that all motions to print 
extra humbers of any document shall lie upon the 
ij table one day. Im 1846 a joint resolution waa 
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assed requiring that motions to print extra num- || 
ers of any document shall go to the Committee | 


BAKER. The Chair decides that, un- | 


on Printin 

The SP 
der the rule of the House, the motion must lie 
over. 

The motion can be entered, but not acted upon. 

Mr. EVANS. Then I shall not press the matter 
further. I submit the motion that ten thousand 
extra ae fe be printed; and, acccording to the de- 
cision of the Chair, the motion will lie over. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire, before this matter 
has passed from before the House, to suggest to 
the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Evans, 


- whether it would not be better to order the a 


number of copies to be printed now, and let the 
extra numbers lie over? I think it is better to 


take that course, and by the time the usual num- | 


ber are printed we can dispose of the extras. 

The SPEAKER. 
Alabama make a motion? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. I move that the 
report do lie upon the table and be printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The Chair does not com- 
prehend the point I suggested. ‘‘A proposition 
‘requesting information from the President of the 
‘United States, or directing it to be furnished by 
‘the head of either of the executive departments, 
‘or by the Postmaster General,” &e. That was 
the old rule. 


‘ ment, or other matter, excepting messages of the 
‘ President to both Houses, at the commencement 
‘ of each sessibn of Congress, and the reports and 
‘ documents connected with, or referred to in it,’’ 
&c, The joint rule passed in 1846, requires that 
these documents shall be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. This is the rule that is to apply 
in this case; because this document, having been 
referred to in the President’s message, forms one 
of the exceptions, and hence does not go over. 
Mr. EVANS. [I would suggest, that by gen- 
eral consent, this motion to print ten thousand 
extra capies be referred to the Committee on 


Printing when that committee shall have been | 


appointed. I am perfectly willing that disposi- 
uon should be made of it. 
[Cries of ** No objection !”’ ** No objection !”’] 
Mr. EVANS continued. I will say just one 


TON] in relation to his suggestion, that the House 
first order the usual number of copies to be print- 
ed, and leave the extras to be disposed of after- 
wards. ‘That gentleman will see that if we adopt 
his suggestion, and the House at some subsequent 
time order the extra number of copies to be 
printed, the type will have to be reset. Suppose 
we order the usual number of copies to be printed 
now, and the committee delay to report for some 
days: the type will have to be set up again, and 
we shall be put te double the expense. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is supposing the com- 
mittee will not do its duty. I am perfectly will- 
ing, however, that the motion shall go to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


The question was then taken, and the report | 


was ordered to be laid upon the table. 


Committee on Printing, when appointed. 

Mr. COBB, I now ask that the bill I sent to 
the Clerk’s desk be read, and that it be put upon 
its passage. ‘The necessity of its immediate pas- 
sage will appear upon its face, and I trust there will 
not be a man upon this floor to oppose it. 

The SPEAKER said it required the unanimous 
consent of the House. 

Mr. CARTTER objected. 

Mr. COBB asked if it would be in order to move 
to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER: replied in the negative, it not 
being in order to suspend the rules except on 
Mondays. 


Mr. COBB. 
for action 
{Laugh pee 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 


1 see the House is not in a state 
to-day. I withdraw my motion. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


The amended rule then goes on to || 
say: ‘or to print an extra number of any docu- | 


} Ww 
| 


| The question was then put, and carried in the 
affirmative—ayes 117, noes not counted. 


The question then recurred upon the motion to 


adjourn. . 

Mr. LETCHER asked that the motion be with- 
drawn, in order to allow him to present an appli- 
cation to withdraw certain papers. 

Mr. STEPHENS refused to withdraw. 

The question was then taken, and : 

The House adjourned till Tuesday next. 


| 
| 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

By Mr. WALSH: A supplement to the act of Septem- 
| ber 28th, 1850, entitled ** An act granting bounty land to 
|| certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
|| military service of the United States,’ empowering the 
|| heirs at law of deceased officers and soldiers who held in 


their lifetime certificates not located, to locate the same in | 


their own names. 


|| Also, a bill making the counterfeiting of bounty land 


| certificates and other instruments of value, a criminal |) 
Does the gentleman from | 


offence. 
| By Mr. STROTHER: A bill for the relief of tlie Orange 
| and Alexandria Railread Company. 
| By Mr. COBB: A bill for the relief of W. J. Price, of 
the county of Jackson, in the State of Alabama. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: A bill further to extend the time for 
locating Virginia military land warrants, and returning sur- 
veys thereon to the General Land Office. 


| PETITIONS. 
|| The following petitions were presented under the rule, 
|| and referred to the appropriate committees: 


|| By Mr. BOWNE: The petition of Thomas B. Cottrill, 


| schooner Essex by the Mexican Government; and the pe- 
tition of Edward Quinn, for increase of pension. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of H. J. D. Bruin and 
|| gress to relieve Lindsay Gossett, as one of the securities of 
| Isaac Grutzman, late postmaster at Scott, in Adams coun- 
|} ty, Ohio. 


By Mr. CABELL of Florida: The petition of Antonio | 


Alvarez, for arrears of pay as keeper of the archives at St. 
Augustine. 


IN SENATE. 


Mownpay, December 8, 1851. 
Prayer by the Rev. C. M. Butter. 
The following Senators, in addition to those 


morning: 


Mr. Rusk, from Texas; Mr. Bett, from Ten- 


|| nessee; Mr. Butter and Mr. Ruert, from South 


LAND, from Arkansas. 


COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I believe the 


business of the Senate will be promoted by the | 
appointment of our standing committees, which |! 


will supersede the necessity of laying business on 
the table, and hereafter again taking it up for 
| reference. I therefore move that the 35th rule of 
the Senate be suspended, and that the gentlemen 
whose names will be found in the list which I 


|| send to the Chair, constitute the committees of the | 


The 35th rule | 
provides that the election of chairmen and mem- 


|| Senate for the present Congress. 


bers of the committees shall be by ballot. I un- 
derstand, however, that time can be saved and 
much trouble obviated. By the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate the rule can be waived, and I 


send up will be adopted. 


|| There being no objection, the rule was sus- || 
'| pended, and the following were agreed to as the | 


committees of the Senate for the present Con- 


{| gress: 


\| 


|, Pearce, Miller. 


| On Commerce—Messrs. Hamlin, Soulé, Dodge | 


of Wisconsin, Davis, Seward. 
On Manufactures—Messrs. Sebastian, Bayard, 
Stockton, Upham, James. 


On Agriculture—Messrs. Soulé, Walker, Atchi- | 


\| son, Spruance, Wade. 

On Military Affairs—Messrs. Shields, Clemens, 
|| Borland, Dawson, Jones of Tennessee. 

On the Militia—Messrs, Houston, Dodge of 
isconsin, Borland, Morton, Spruance. 

On Naval Affeirs—Messrs. Gwin, Stockton, 


; 
' 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that when || Mallory, Badger, Fish. 


‘the Heuse adjourns, it adjourn te meet on Tues- || 


On Public Lands—Messrs. Felch, Shields, Dodge 


day next, fo afford time to the Speaker to arrange || of lowa, Underwood, Pratt. 


the committees. ; 
Cries of ** No, no! let’s meet on Monday.’’] 
ir. GIDDINGS demanded the 
but they were n&t ordered. 


yeas and nays; | 


On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Downs, Whit- 
comb, Clemens, Davis, Hale. : 
On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Atchison, Sebastian, 
| Rusk, Bell, Cooper. 


GLOBE. 


4 


for compensation for damages sustained by seizure of the || 


43 others, citizens of Adams county, Ohio, praying Con- 


who appeared last week, took their seats this |! 


‘|, Carolina; Mr. Downs, from Louisiana; Mr. Bor-. 
word to the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hovs- | 


|, hope, by «general concurrence, the list which I || 
It was then, by general consent, referred to the || 


|| On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Mason, Douglas, |! 
*|| Norris, Mangum, Underwood. 
|| On Finance—Messrs. Hunter, Bright, Gwin, | 


Dec. 8. 
ae re 
Of Claims—Messrs. Brodhead, Whitcom, 
Bayard, Pratt, Wade. o Re 
| On Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. W 
Chase, James, Foot of Vermont, Sumner. aller, 
| Onthe Judici Messrs. Butler, Downs, Braj. 
| bury, Berrien, Geyer. 
| _ On Post Roads—Messrs. Rusk, Soulé, Hamlin 
| Upham, Morton. , 
| On Roads and Canals—Messrs. Bright, Rhey 
| Douglas, Spruance, Sumner. , 
| On Pensions—Messrs. Jones of Tennessee, Bor. 
| land, Stockton, Foot of Vermont, Geyer. 
|| For the District of Columbia—Messrs. Shields 
| Bradbury, Norris, Berrien, Clarke. ; 
On Patents and the Patent Office—Messrs. Norris 
James, Whitcomb, Dawson, Smith. ; 
On Retrenchment—Messrs. Bradbury, Bright 
Felch, Mangum, Fish. : 
On Territories—Messrs. Douglas, Houston, 
| Gwin, Cooper, Jones of ‘Tennessee. 
| On Public Buildings—Messrs. Whitcomb, Huy. 
|| ter, Clarke. 
|, On Printing—Messrs. Borland, Hamlin, Smith, 
we Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Bayard, Mallory, 
ale. 
On the Library—Messrs. Pearce, Clemens, Dodge 
| of Lowa. 
‘|| On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Jones of Iowa, 
Badger. 
To Audit and Control the contingent Expenses of the 
Senate—Messrs. Dodge of lowa, Walker, Bell, 


| 
} 
| . MEMORIALS. 


| 


i| 
i} 
| 


| 
} 
! 
| 
| 


| 


| 


} 


Mr. UNDERWOOD presented numerous 
titions from the States of Missouri, Indiana, Ver. 
mont, Illinois, Alabama, Delaware, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania. All the memorialists, he said, 

| represent that they are grieved by the election of 

Chaplains to serve in the Congress of the United 
States; and they are further grieved, they say, by 
the appointment of Chaplains in the land and na- 

| val forces of the United States; they therefore beg 

that the subject may be taken into consideration 
| by the Senate, and steps adopted to getclear of 
|| these obnoxious ek wr to them. I move 

that they be received, and for the present laid upon 
the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Sarah 
Bennet, widow of Asahel Bennet, asking com- 
pensation for his services during the revolution- 
| ary war; which was referred to the Committee on 
|| Pensions. 
| Also,of Gen. Hugh W. Dobbin, asking com- 
| pensation for his services as an officef in the last 
|| war with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, of Hugh W. Page and other officers of 
the Navy, asking compensation in consideration 
| of peculiar hardships and increased expenses to 
'| which they were subject while in Califormia; and of 
| the eity officers, seamen, and marines who served 
'in the frigate Savannah during her cruise in the 
| Pacific in 1849, asking additional ay; which were 
|| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of the 
| President and Directors of the Raleigh and Gas- 

_ton Railroad Company, asking a remission of 

the duties on certain railroad iron; which was 

| referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GWIN presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of California in relation 
to the Peon fund; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Naval Affairs. ; 
Also, in favor of an act of Congress refunding 
| to the State the duties collected in her ports pre- 
vious to her admission into the Union; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. : 

Also, instructing their Senators and requesting 
' their Representatives to use their best efforts to 
_ procure the establishment of forts and the placing 
‘of troops along the borders of this State for the 

protection of the citizens against Indian incur- 
| sions; which was referred to the Committee on 
|| Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, presented the 

‘memorial of E. D. Reynolds, a Purser in the 

| Navy, asking compensation for his services a8 & 
| naval storekeeper at San Francisco, and to be 
allowed the pay of a Purser to a sloop-of-wat for 

| the time he performed the duties; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

| Also, from W. Henderlite, asking compenst- 

|| tion for services in the mail; referred to 

| the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
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